i i 


Tar Lancet,] REPRESENTATION OF THE PROFESSION IN THE MEDICAL COUNCIL. [Jaw. 23, 1869. 127 








THE LANCET. 


LONDON: SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 1869. 








THERE is no question in medical politics in which the 
general practitioners of the country have so deep an interest 
as that of their own representation in the General Medical 
Council. If they do not assert themselves a little more, and 
take a little more pains to secure the recognition of their 
status and dignity, it is gravely to be feared that, between 
State physicians on the one hand, and consulting prac- 
titioners on the other, they will be quietly allowed to sink 
into insignificance, and have assigned to them a position— 
relatively to those dignitaries—somewhat. comparable to 
that which the old apothecary used to occupy in relation to 
the fully fledged physician. One has only to look over the 
list of the officers of our Medical Societies, to see how al- 
most completely—we had almost said contemptuously—the 
general practitioner is ignored by our learned Societies. In 
the last list of such officers which happens to be before us— 
that of the Clinical Society—there is not a single general 
practitioner's name. It is very much the same in the other 
Societies. But it is in the Medical Council itself that the 
general practitioner, as such, is most conspicuously ignored. 
There are indeed some members of that Council of the 
greatest use and influence who are in general practice. But 
these probably owe their election to their official relations to 
their respective corporations rather than to their standing 
as general practitioners. It can scarcely be otherwise when 
we consider the way in which the members of the General 
Medical Council are at present elected. They are elected 
for the most part, not by Colleges and corporations in their 
entirety, but by the councils of those bodies, who seem to 
think that they are of far more importance than the bodies 
themselves. This is a delusion which in the Universities 
and in some of the Colleges has in a great degree been dis- 
pelled. But in regard to those bodies which more largely 
than any other represent, or rather should represent, the 
mass of general practitioners, in England at least, the elec- 
tion is entirely in the hands of the governing body, and the 
mass of the corporation is not consulted. Those bodies are, 
of course, the Royal College of Surgeons of England and 
the Apothecaries’ Society. The Medical Council being so 
elected, it is not to be wondered at that it has the spirit and 
bearing of an old corporation towards the body of the pro- 
fession. We are at first apt to think that it is a young 
plastic institution of only ten years’ life, and ready to adapt 
itself to the demands of a liberal and representative time 
like that in which we live. But this is a pleasant mistake 
to be corrected as soon as we consider either the way in 
which the members of the Council are elected, or the manner 
of their spirit towards overtures for representation in the 
Council from general practitioners. If the Council is 
not itself an old corporation stiffened by age, it is too 
truly the representative of a conglomeration of such cor- 
porations. It is necessary to bear this in mind. We 





are too apt to think of the demand of the profession for 
representation as so plain that it will be soon conceded. 
So it would be if the Council were not so self-complacent 
as it is, and if it thought a little more than it does of the 
profession which it represents, and from which it derives 
its income. The profession may rest assured that, with 
the Council so composed and so self-satisfied, any change 
in its constitution in the direction of a more liberal repre- 
sentation of the profession will not be conceded without 
much more urgency of demand than has yet been mani- 
fested. The British Medical Association has taken the 
matter up. But that Association is not the profession ; 
and only the profession itself, in the various towns and 
shires of the country, and by using its influence through 
their parliamentary representatives, will effect this amend- 
ment of the Medical Act of 1858, which we need not 
expect to be included in the amended Bill to be sent up 
by the Council. There is reason to believe that, though 
Dr. ANprEw Woop has lost none of his interest in the sub- 
ject, he would scarcely repeat his motion without a more 
determined and extensive support from the practitioners 
of the country. 

Having expressed the need for every Medical Society of 
the country to take up this subject and to urge it upom the 
attention of all members of Parliament that can be reached, 
we have left ourselves little time to diseuss the different 
plans for effecting the object. There are virtually two 
modes by which it is proposed to give the profession a 
representation. The one is a territorial plan: dividing the 
country into certain districts, and assigning a certain num- 
ber of representatives to each. This is the proposal of the 
British Medical Association, stated in their memorial of 
last year; and, with some modification, it is the plan 
recommended by Dr. ANDREW Woop. The Association pro- 
posed the addition of eight members to the present num- 
ber, assigning four to England, two to Scotland, and two to 
Ireland; Dr. AnprEw Woop, the addition of six members, 
giving four to England, one to Scotland, and one to Ire- 
land. The other plan by which it is proposed to make the 
Council more representative of the profession is by en- 
trusting the election of the representatives of the various 
bodies to the members of these bodies, instead of, as for the 
most part at present, to their councils and senates. This 
is not a territorial plan, but a collegiate one. It is main- 
tained by the advocates of this plan that, according to the 
Charter, for example, of the College of Surgeons, the 
College is composed, not merely of the Council and of the 
Fellows, but also of the Members; and that when the 
Medical Act assigns the duty of electing a representa- 
tive in the General Medical Council to the College, it as- 
signs it to the Council, Fellows, and Members. If this view be 
correct, and it is one which we took at the time of the 
passing of the Medical Act, and which was then sanc- 
tioned by high legal opinion, it is a gross interference 
with the rights of Fellows and Members which is practised 
by the Council of the College of Surgeons. It is not only a 
gross interference, but it is one which lessens the otherwise 
deservedly great weight of Mr. Hawxrys in the Council, 
for it makes him the representative of twenty-four gentle- 
men instead of the representative ef thousands, as he 
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might have been. The great arguments for election 
‘through colleges and corporations are—first, that it recog- 
nises the collegiate or corporate relations of the members of 
the profession which alone the law recognises ; secondly, 
that it involves no addition to the present members or ex- 
pense to the profession ; thirdly, that it is involved in the 
existing charters of some of the principal corporations, and 
could be made applicable to all with less legislation than 
the territorial plan. It is a fact, which should not lessen 
the indignation of the Fellows and Members of the College 
of Surgeons, that other bodies as learned as itself take some 
' thought of members not in the Councils ;—for example, Dr. 
Anprw Woon is elected by the Fellows of his College ; Dr. 
Pacer by the Senate of the University of Cambridge, the 
'Senate ineluding the whole body of Masters of Arts and 
Doetors of the several faculties, whose names are in the 
University or College Board. The same body which elects 
the representative of the University in the Medical Council 
elects the Members of Parliament. Dr. Bennerrt is elected 
by the Fellows of the College of Physicians. 
Whatever mode be preferred, however, let the profession 
lose no time in asserting its determination to be represented 
in the Council. 


a 
— 


Wauarsver may be the final judgment of the profession 
on the important question raised by Sir James Simpson with 
regard to the comparative merits of permanent and of tem- 

, porary hospitals, there can be no doubt at all that the 
manner in which the discussion was commenced was most 
» Objectionable. If Sir James Snrrson, or anyone else, desired 
tosee a great and radical change in our whole system of 
hospital building, the obvious and only proper course was to 
discuss the matter, in the first place, privately with some 
few persons of first-rate authority upon all questions con- 
nected with the hygienic, the architectural, the adminis- 
trative,.and the economic aspects of hospitals, and then to 
have presented the result of these mature deliberations to 
the profession in the calmest.and most business-like manner, 
This:is very different from what has actually been done. So 
fierce, and, we may fairly say so, indiscriminate was the at- 
tack which Sir James originally directed against the existing 
hospital system, that it immediately produced two very mis- 
ehievous effects—it frightened the public, upon whose libe- 
rality the maintenance of our hospitals depends, so seriously 
as to threaten an embarrassing interruption of the customary 
contributions ; and, on the other hand, it raised a strong 
prejudice amongst well-informed medical men against any- 
thing and everything which its author might choose to say 
thereafter on the subject. A letter from Sir James Simpson 
in the Scotsman of the 12th instant gives us some hope, 
however, that by degrees he may be brought to understand 
that along with matters which are really important, and 
which the profession is bound to inquire into without delay, 
he has mixed up things which are altogether irrelevant, and 
has thus produced a very unfortunately erroneous opinion, 
or sentiment rather, in the mind of the public. Once for all, 
we must protest against the use of arguments like the fol- 
lowing :—1. The Lariboisidre Hospital, in Paris, is well 
known to be one of the worst ventilated buildings in the 
world ; yet we constantly hear it quoted, by sanitary re- 








formers like Sir James Smapson, as an instance of the failure 
of even the best sanitary precautions to make a large per- 
manent hospital healthy. 2. The case of midwifery hos- 
pitals is persistently urged as a proof of the bad consequences 
of the treatment of diseases generally in hospitals, although 
it is perfectly well known that the condition of lying-in 
women is a special one, and although it is now almost uni- 
versally admitted that isolation of such patients is necessary 
to their safety. 3. The case of surgical patients with large 
wounds is also commonly, but most illogically, urged as an 
argument bearing on the results of hospital treatment gene- 
rally. 

Now, all this is nonsense ; and very mischievous nonsense. 
In the first place, the profession has long been substantially 
agreed that midwifery patients ought not to be aggregated 
in open wards; and Sir James Smrpson, if he desires to 
do real good in this way, should direct his attention to the 
details (which must be settled, but will be very difficult to 
settle) of a plan which shall combine perfect isolation and 
safety for each individual patient, with sueh a degree of 
aggregation as shall admit of reasonably economical ad- 
ministration ; and shall also give opportunities for the edu- 
cation of students, by providing them with a sufficiently 
large clinique, and the opportunity of tutorial instruction 
in the application of instruments, and other difficult 
parts of midwifery. And as it is plainly impossible, phy- 
sically as well as economically, to build midwifery hospitals 
in London and other large towns on the tent plan, or the 
hut plan, or the cottage plan, the practical question to be 
considered is whether a building for this purpose might not 
be made sufficiently safe by isolating each patient in a sepa- 
rate ward ; and sufficiently cheap in construction, by being 
built of iron, to counterbalance the great increase of ad- 
ministrative expense (of nursing particularly) which would 
be involved by the plan of separate wards. In the next 
place, the case of surgical hospital patients, in so far as 
there is any real ground for Sir James’s alarming state- 
ments, is surely to be remedied by exactly the same species 
of precautions as we have above suggested for midwifery 
cases. But it would be absurd to maintain that the bulk of 
the surgical cases treated in hospitals are of such a nature 
that their aggregation is likely to engender a dangerous 
“traumatic atmosphere.” The danger of erysipelas, pyemia, 
&c., of course arises from those few cases which possess 
large foul or suppurating wounds ; and common sense in- 
dicates that the truly efficient and also economic precaution 
would be to deal with these patients in a separate division 
of the hospital. Here, again, it is well worth considering 
whether Sir James’s proposed temporary iron structures 
might not be employed, with the additional precaution, 
however, of isolating each patient. 

The case of infectious fevers, again, is eminently an in- 
stance in which the proposal of temporary, as opposed to 
permanent, hospital structures, deserves serious considera- 
tion. 

After all, however, there remain the whole of the 
non-infectious medical cases, and a very large number of 
surgical cases, which do not come under any of the above 
specified heads ; and, with regard to these, we challenge Sir 
James Sixarsox to produce one tittle of sound, well-sifted 
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evidence in support of the belief that they suffer in any 
way from aggregation in hospitals; while it is needless 
to say that hospital treatment and hospital luxuries prevent 
an. amount ef human misery which is incalculable. There 
have, indeed, been plenty of strong statements about the 
danger to these as well as to the more special classes 
of hospital patients. But if anyone desires to appreciate 
the value of these vague, yet strong assertions, we 
recommend him to study the able Report of Dr. Brisrowe 
and Mr. Hoxmes to the Privy Council (1864) on the 
Hospitals of Great Britain. In all seriousness, we must 
say that it is inexcusable for a man of Sir Jamzs Sumpson’s 
intellectual and professional status, speaking, as he has 
done. most obviously, ad populum rather than ad clerum, to 
reproduce statistical mares’-nests which were effectually 
exploded in a public document now more tham four years 
old. In that doeument, and in the comments of Mr. Simon 
in. the introductory report, Sir James, who now talks of 
“1000. amputations in country practice,” may learn the 
caution necessary in dealing with such subjects. If he has 
not read that report, he has no business to speak on the 
question of hospital hygiene at all. If he has read it, he 
must know very well that to contrast the mortality after 
amputations at the Edinburgh Infirmary with the results 
of amputations in miscellaneous private practice, is to com- 
pare two things which are totally incomparable, except 
with countless precautions which it is almost impossible he 
can have taken. And, finally, we must protest against 
arguments derived from a series of 1000 cases in country 


practice, which cases have not yet been published nor sub- 
mitted to any public medical criticism whatsoever. 


— 





In the visits and presence of the doctor, in times of 
severe sickness, there is apt to be a certain element of sen- 
timental tenderness, which is sometimes rudely dissipated 
by the advent. of the inevitable “ bill.” It is no small com, 
fort to the friends of the sick to receive, twice in the day 
instead of once, a visit from the single person in whom 
they repose confidence, who fully sympathises with their 
trouble, and who yet stands sufficiently aloof from it to be 
a guide and helper. Six months afterwards, when the 
patient is quite well, when these around him have come to 
the conelusion that perhaps he was not so very bad after 
all, and when the pinch of the expenses, or of the loss of 
income, produced by sickness, is beginning to be felt, there 
comes also the consciousness that these two visits in the 
day have cost precisely twice as much as one visit would 
have done. There are ill-conditioned people in all ranks of 
life, although they are fortunately very few in number, who 
are then unable to recall the anxieties and emotions of the 
sick room, or to consider that. the favourable result might 
easily have been a fatal one. With them the doctor, once 
the comfort and stay of the house, comes to be looked upon 
as an extortioner; and his modest charges are scrutinised . 
with reference to the probable “ profit” that they represent. 
He usually waits with great. patience for his due; and his 
very long-suffering aggravates the case against him. If his 
charges were paid, the trouble would soon be forgotten. 








Whilst they are unpaid, they are a constantly recurring | 


grievanee, daily stirred up and intensified by the sight of 
his brass plate, or by his friendly greeting on the road or in 
the market-place. Irritation smoulders, and at last breaks 
out into flame. The once grateful patient becomes the de- 
fendant in a court of law; and the once highly-esteemed 
doctor is denounced as a monster who lives in unholy luxury: 
by fleecing “‘ gentlemen of slender means.” 

It is obvious that the remedy for all this would lie, in a 
great measure, in a known and uniform scale of charges for 
attendance, in the entire elimination of charges for drugs 
and medicine, and, in the case of “ gentlemen of slender 
means,” in a system of annual contracts. 

We have been asked to say something as to what the 
scale of charges should be ; and we can only do so by men- 
tioning one that we have found to work satisfactorily ina 
large general practice in a mixed town and rural district. 
For patients within the turnpike gates around the town, 
five shillings a visit. For patients outside the turnpikes 
and within a three-mile radius, seven shillings and sixpence 
a visit. For patients beyond three miles and within five, 
half a guinea a visit. For small people, such as. clerks, 
lesser shopkeepers, and the like, these charges are reduced 
to three shillings and sixpence, or even to half-a-crown a 
visit, at the discretion of the practitioner, without mach 
reference to distance ; but it is clearly stated that. this is 
done as a matter of consideration, not as a matter of right. 
No medicine is supplied; but prescriptions are given to the 
patients, and medicine is ordered in quantities and doses 
calculated to render it inexpensive. 

With regard to our second point—charges for medicine,— 
we cannot think that it is any part of the duty of a medical 
practitioner to supply physic to the sick. Dispensing, and 
the education of druggists, have greatly improved of recent 
years; and there are probably few localities in England in 
which, if medical men refused to dispense, druggists would 
not be found able and willing to do so. Any profit that. 
may accrue from selling medicine is more imaginary than - 
real, because it is always balanced by a diminution of 
charges for attendance; and in so far as it is real, it is 
dearly purchased at the cost of retaining a trade element, 
and an unfitting oceupation, as part of the work of mem- 
bers of a learned profession. Moreover, the abandonment 
of dispensing by medical practitioners would extinguish the 
so-called “ counter practice” of druggists at a blow. Drug- 
gists seek profit, not responsibility. If the druggist knew 
that he would be called upon to supply the medicine in any 
ease, he would have no wish to prescribe it. In many large 
towns, and in some country districts, the practice of dis- 
pensing has already been abandoned by general practi- 
tioners, to their. great comfort and advantage, as well as 
to the improvement of their social status; and the diffi- 
culties, such as they are, that. stand in the way of this 
example being universally followed, might easily be re-~ 
moved by time, and by the common consent of the profes- 
sion. The Poor-law Medical Officers’ Association would. do 
good service by including the abolition of the drug supply 
by doctors within their programme of desired reforms. In 
the meanwhile we would say, therefore, to practitioners in 
remote districts who have not now a competent druggist 
within reach, that, if they must supply physic, they may , 
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at least mark their sense of its true relation to their art: 
they may charge adequately for attendance, and may give 
the physic away. 

The system of annual contract meets the case of the 
poor gentleman precisely. His grief is that he lives up to 
his small income without thinking of illness, and then, 
when illness comes once in three years, and hé has fifteen 
pounds to pay, the pounds are wanting. Men so situated 
should agree with their doctors for an annual sum, to be 
fixed every three years upon the average attendance of the 
three years past. The plan works admirably in practice ; 
and its chief fault is that, by securing early attention in all 
cases, it prevents so much illness that the families obtain, 
from this very cause, a prim facie plea for a reduction of 
their payments. 

One more word and we have done. There are limits to 
human patience; but within those limits we counsel our 
brethren to abstain from law. For people who insult their 
doctors when they no longer need them, and who try to 
cheat them of their fees, Coventry is a better remedy than 
the county court. A man rushed hurriedly into the shop of 
a Quaker,—* Will you give me three sixpences for a 
shilling?” “I will,” replied the unsuspecting Quaker, 
offering two sixpences. “But I said three,” rejoined the 
man. ‘“ Well, friend,” answered the Quaker, “I will give 
them to thee this once, but thou must not come again on 
the same errand.” It is better to say to a cantankerous 
patient, “You are very welcome this once,” and to warn 
professional neighbours of his ways, than to emulate trades- 
people by taking ledgers before a judge, and by chaffering 
in court about the value of services which, if valuable at 
all, are priceless. 


— 
—— 


WE see with great satisfaction that a movement, which 
we felt certain was inevitable, but had not ventured to 
hope for so soon, has commenced in earnest. The Central 
Asylum Board, appointed under Mr. Garnorne Harpy’s 
Act to superintend the business of providing for the erec- 
tion of those buildings for the sick which the Act ordered 
to be paid for from a common fund, has become 
restive; and a Mr. Brusurreitp took the opportunity of 
certain grumbling memorials being presented to the Board 
from various aggrieved parishes, to move a resolution which 
is most important in its tendency—a resolution, namely, to 
the effect that the Board recognises the necessity of mea- 
sures being adopted for remedying the inequality of assess- 
ment prevailing within the Metropolitan Asylum District, 
and recommends the presentation of a petition to Parlia- 
ment. Of course there was much disputation over the 
matter; but the amendment of Mr. Spence, which was ulti- 
mately carried, was not seriously different from the original 
motion; for it resolved that the memorials of the discon- 
tented parishes be forwarded to the Poor-law Board, with 
an expression of opinion that the Poor-law Board should 
promote a measure for remedying the inequalities of assess- 
ment prevailing within the Metropolitan Asylum District. 
Mr. GoscHen certainly cannot afford to treat this movement 
lightly. No one knows better than he the disgraceful way in 
which the rich parishes elude their just burdens. They 
escape, in the first place, in consequence of the parochial 








system of rating, which throws the heaviest taxation on the 
poorest parishes. But the natural tendency of things would 
in some measure punish them for this; inasmuch as houses 
in districts where there are few poor and a small rate are 
let for higher rents. By a conspiracy, however, which is 
essentially dishonest, these very parishes assess their houses 
to the rates at a fancy rental, which is enormously below 
the real value. The consequence of this, in any instance 
where a common metropolitan fund has to be subscribed 
to, is that an obvious and direct injustice—of a kind which, 
in commercial matters, would receive a very ugly designa- 
tion—is inflicted on the more honest parishes. At last the 
wrong has become a little too glaring. Mr. Harpy’s Act, 
by calling into existence a central board in which the 
justly discontented unions are represented, while at the 
same time it aggravates indefinitely the injustice inflicted, 
is the torch that has fired the smouldering elements of dis- 
content. What can Bethnal-green and such like parishes 
expect any help from, except from downright rebellion, 
when every claim of justice is so violated? The Central 
Asylum Board have undertaken the perfectly proper and 
necessary task of providing greatly improved hospital ac- 
commodation, by which it is hoped that pauper sickness 
will be more efficiently dealt with than at present. If they 
do their duty, they cannot, as is already quite apparent, 
avoid incurring a very large amount of expense—a burden 
which must be borne by the ratepayers somehow or other. 
But, with a perverse ingenuity, matters have been left 
to stand like this: (1) Only a third of the money 
to be expended on the necessary new and improved build- 
ings will be placed in a common fund; (2) that common 
fund will be unfairly collected, to the disadvantage, in 
several instances, of some of the most heavily burdened 
parishes; (3) the common fund itself will be administered 
by a body which does not possess any adequate knowledge 
of the way to expend it with a combination of economy and 
efficiency ; and (4) the remaining expenses in building and 
so forth, caused by Mr. Harpy’s Act, will fall with crushing 
force upon parishes already half ruined. 

No doubt the parishes, and for that matter some of the 
intending reformers, are making a very unwise clatter 
against the mere fact of the expenditure upon hospitals. 
We repeat what we have said before upon this subject: 
that it is not the mere amount of money that must be spent 
upon rendering the hospital accommodation for sick paupers 
efficient which need be burdensome to London ratepayers, 
if only the distribution of the burdens were equitable. The 
Central Asylum Board is undoubtedly in the right to insist 
strongly upon the necessity of a re-assessment of London 
property to the Poor-law. Until this is done—indeed, we 
go further, and say that until the rates are equalised—there 
is no hope that any sche'ne for improvement of the in-door 
sick paupers can provefeasible. Meantime we may fairly ask, 
How does it happen thatthe very part of Mr. Harpy’s scheme 
which he specially dwelt on as a grand improvement—the 
establishment of dispensaries for the out-door poor—has 
not been carried out? There is only one answer to the 
question, and that is, that the whole working of the Me- 
tropolitan Poor Act has proved so cumbrous and difficult, 
that the best friends and most earnest supporters of that 
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measure do not know how to carry it out in its integrity. 
Such is the fate of all measures which are based upon a 
time-serving compromise, instead of a rational conviction. 
The only favourable aspect of the present state of things is 
the hope that the multiplied difficulties in which the Presi- 
dent of the Poor-law Board must find himself may quicken 
his sense of the necessity of asking Parliament for a Royal 
Commission, composed of a few sensible and unprejudiced 
persons whose business it should be to re-examine the 
whole question of State relief to the destitute. 


— 
— ⸗ 





Tue meeting of the Council of the College of Surgeons, 
held on Thursday, the 14th instant, was devoted, as 
we briefly announced last week, to the consideration 
of the financial position of the College, which, as we 
have on more than one occasion pointed out, is far from 
satisfactory in prospectu. Anyone who will take the trouble 
to investigate the accounts of the College, as published in 
the Calendar (which can be purchased for a shilling in the 
College office), and to look back to previous years, will find 
that the funded property of the College has decreased, 
whilst the income derived from the fees paid for the di- 
plomas of the College does not equal that derived from the 
same source some years back; in fact, is smaller than it 
has been for thirty years. It can hardly be doubted, also, 
that with the various surgical degrees of the Universities 
coming into active competition with the College, a still 
further diminution may be expected, to say nothing of the 
fact that the number of young men entering the profession 
is smaller than it was. But the most serious blow to the 
financial prosperity of the College will undoubtedly be the 
arrangement to which all modern legislation is evidently 
tending—the adoption of a joint examination on the part 
of the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, with a single 
diploma for the one faculty. When any such fusion is 
brought about the income of the College of Surgeons must 
of necessity be curtailed. 

Under these circumstances, it is well for the Council to be 
looking narrowly into the receipts and expenditure, which 
last year ran so closely together as to leave a balance of only 
£187 in favour of the College, and in some years have re- 
sulted in a deficit. The College receives on an average some 
ten thousand pounds per annum from the members of the 
profession in the form of fees for diplomas, and of this 
about £3500 go in fees to examiners, diploma stamps, 
&c., which are of course necessary expenses; £2500 are 
spent in the College department, £600 in the Library, and 
nearly £2000 on the Museum. There is thus left about 
£2000, with the £1200 derived from funded property, to 
defray all the incidental expenses, such as rates and taxes, 
lectures, prizes, pensions, &c., the first of these items alone 
amounting to £765. 

Under the existing system of conducting examinations 
by ten examiners, we do not see how the emoluments of 
these gentlemen can be curtailed ; but, as regards the other 
great heads of expenditure, some radical alteration is, we 
believe, called for. The College department absorbed 
£2598 last year, more than half that sum being devoted to 
salaries and wages, and the remainder to office expenses. 





It may not be possible to curtail the salaries of College offi- 
cials, but at least the collateral expenses of printing and 
postage might be reduced by careful supervision and audit 
of accounts. The Library of the College, too, is by no 
means so perfectly managed as could be wished; and yet 
it appears that the salary of the librarian (who has a resi- 
dence also) equals the sum spent upon books and binding. 
It is the Museum department, however, which is the 
“white elephant” of the College, and absorbs its £2000 
per annum on an average. No one can deny the magnifi- 
cence of the collection, or the assiduity and skill with 
which successive curators have carried ont the intentions 
of the great originator of the collection—Joun Hunrer. It 
becomes a question, however, how far the Council of the 
College is justified in expending a large sum, drawn from 
the pockets of the profession, in expanding a collection 
which has already far exceeded in magnificence anything 
its founder could have contemplated. The Government 
originally paid £15,000 for Joun Huwnrer’s collection, and 
voted £27,000 subsequently for a building, which was sup- 
plemented by £21,000 from the College’s funds. In 1835 
the College again expended £40,000 upon its buildings; and, 
still further enlargement being required, £41,000 was ex- 
pended in erecting the Eastern Museum, towards which 
Parliament voted £15,000. The account, then, between the 
College and the Government stands as follows :—Parlia- 
ment has voted £57,000, and the College has spent in addi- 
tion £87,000, besides incurring an annual expense, which 
for some years has averaged £2000, in maintaining the 
efficiency of the collection. Has not the time come for 
either seeking aid from the Government, or ceasing to incur 
fresh expenses by making further additions to an over- 
flowing collection? The Council would be very unwise to 
take any decided step in either direction without consulting 
the feelings of its fellows and members; and it appears to 
us that no wiser or more popular course could be taken by 
the President than to convene a meeting of the fellows 
and members, within their own College, for the discussion 
of the question. It has been suggested, we know, in more 
than one quarter that the Council might itself inaugurate 
economy by giving up the fees paid to its members; but, as 
these amount to less than £300 per annum, a sacrifice 
which might possibly lessen the punctuality of the members 
is hardly worth consideration. Let the Council once admit 
the fellows and members to a discussion of the affairs of 
their own College, and an easy remedy will be found for 
financial difficulties. 


Medical Annotations. 


“Ne quid nimis.” 





EXPERIMENTS ON THE PRODUCTION OF 


TUBERCLE. 


In the last number of Virchow’s Archiv, which has just 
come to hand, is contained an account of an extended series 
of experiments by Cohnheim and Frinkel, relating to the 
inoculation of tubercle, which in every respect confirm the 
results arrived at by Dr. W. Fox and Dr. Burdon-Sanderson a 
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year ago. Having first satisfied themselves as to the entire 
identity of the lesions with miliary tuberculosis in man, 
beth as regards the naked-eye characters and the micro- 
scopical structure, they directed their attention to the ques- 


tion whether or not they are due to a specific virus. With | 
| Syme, he himself being chairman of the committee. In 


this view they introduced into the peritoneal cavities of 
guinea-pigs minute portions of various morbid growths, as 
well as of healthy tissues obtained from the post-mortem 
theatre. The results agreed entirely with those described 
by Dr. Fox in his lecture last May. Not satisfied with 
these results, they introduced into the same cavity portions 
of india-rubber, of charpie, or of paper. The results in all 
cases were the same. A caseous abscess, enclosed in a vas- 
cularised capsule, was always formed at the seat of inser- 
tion, while the peritoneum, lungs, liver, and other organs 
were the seat of unequivocal miliary tuberculosis. From 
these facts the author drew the same inference as that 
arrived at by Dr. Burdon-Sanderson in his communication 
to.the Pathologieal Society last April—namely, that the 
infective material, whatever may be its chemical or physical 
properties, is contained in the caseous pus which in the 
guinea-pig is always to be found in greater or lesser quantity 
in the neighbourhood of inoculation wounds. For the pur- 
pose of testing the truth of thissurmise, the authors varied 
their mode of experimentation. In several guinea-pigs a 
liquid.consisting of caseous pus, diluted with a solution of 
one part of common salt in two hundred parts of water, was 
injected into the jugular vein. All became tuberculous. 
Fresh whipped blood was then injected into other animals 
in the same way, and finally, in another the operation 
preliminary to injection was performed without injecting 
anythimg. The results were the same throughout. All 
had abscesses at the seat of injury, and all eventually died 
of. miliary tuberculosis. The authors went a step further. 
Knowing that whereas in the guinea-pig any external 
wound, however inconsiderable, is apt to produce suppura- 
tion, and slight injuries very rarely produce this effect in 
the dog, they repeated the same experiments on this 
animal. The result confirmed their anticipation. The in- 
jection of caseous pus always produced general miliary 
tuberculosis. It was not necessary to repeat the negative 
experiment, for the every-day experience of the physiologist 
teaches that in dogs the mere operation of injection by the 
veins is never attended with any consequences. 

The terms in which Drs. Cohnheim and Friinkel formu- 
lise their conclusion, “that tuberculosis is due to the en- 
trance of dead and inspissated pus into the circulation,” 
are not the same as those employed by Dr. Sanderson, who 
attributed it to the “caseous softening” of the primary 
local induration, and considered that, in inoculation under 
the skin, subcutaneous suppuration was the essential con- 
dition of infection; but we do not see that there is any 
essential difference between the two explanations. It is 
proper to add that the Berlin experiments were begun in 
1867, and were carried out in entire ignorance of those 
made in London. Indeed, the authors do not appear even 
yet to have seen more than a mere abstract of them. The only 
reference to them which their paper containsis the following: 
—* Experiments have been very recently published by two 
English authors, Sanderson and Fox, the results of which 
harmonise very well with ours.” Truly it appears as if in 
Germany pathologists are scarcely more conversant with 
our literature than we are with theirs. 


PROF. SYME AND THE MEDICAL COUNCIL. 

Our readers will not be surprised to hear that great re- 
gret continues to be felt at the non-election to the General 
Medical Council, at this important juncture, of Professor 





Syme. The whole subject of the mode of medical education 
will fall,to be discussed at the next meeting of the Council ; 
the discussion arising out of a mass of evidence that is ac- 
ecumulating in the hands of the Committee on Medical 
Education, which was appointed on the motion of Professer 


addition to Professor Syme’s relation to this inquirythe 
most important that has. been undertaken by the Council—. 
his own personal views on the subject are entitled to the 
greatest consideration. It is due to him, whether we con- 
sider his labours in the Council or his experience as a clinical 
teacher, that he shonld have the opportunity of stating his 
views to the profession in the Medical Council itself. All 
parties in and out of the Council will admit this much. 
And, if no other way of retaining Professor Syme in the 
Council can be devised, we have reason to believe that he 
will be proposed as the next President of the Couneil, to 
succeed Dr. Burrows, whose term of office expires at the 
next general meeting. We are not insensible to the objec- 
tions that may be made to this proposal, the principal 
of which will be that the president ought to reside im 
London. As a rule this may be conceded. But it should 
be enforced by oceasional exceptions, and we think that the 
present is an oceasion for departing from the rule, if Pro- 
fessor Syme can satisfy the Council that, whenever neces- 
sary, he could make it convenient to be in London. Some 
may think that, with all the Professor's good qualities, he 
does not possess the personal qualities to be desiderated in 
a chairman; but those who have seen him in the chair 
will think somewhat differently. He has, doubtless, some 
peculiarities; but notwithstanding these, “we are. all 
proud of him.” These would be greatly qualified by his 
occupation of the chair, where his kind and intensely 
practical nature would find scope. It would scarcely be 
reason enough for electing Mr. Syme to the chair of 
the Council that he is chairman of the Committee on 
Education, and a clinical teacher of the highest authority, 
if his name were not likely to be of weight with the publie 
and with the Government. But this is not the case. Pro- 
fessor Syme is known throughout not only the empire but. 
the world. In our opinion, the influence and reputation of the 
Council would suffer no abatement by the election of Pro« 
fessor Syme to the chair, and his presence seems to us so 
desirable in the approaching meeting that we should. be 
pleased to hear vf his election. 


THE MEDICAL TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION: 


Tue last meeting of the Medical Teachers’ Association 
was worthily opened by the very able, though brief, address 
on the all-important subject of clinical teaching, delivered 
by the new President, Sir William Jenner, which will. be 
found on another page. Sir William Jenner's reputation 
as a clinical teacher renders any remarks of his upon the 
mode of conveying clinical instruction especially valuable, 
and we trust that the Association may have an oppor- 
tunity, at some future meeting, of discussing fully this 
important. subject. 

The business tefore the meeting was to receive ‘the 
amended report of the Council on Medical Education, which 
has been already discussed in clauses by the Association. 
The report was found not to have included, by some mia- 
take, some of the alterations voted at previous meetings, 
but these were readily amended by referring to the minutes. 
When, however, the well-known Clause VIT., which provides 
for the several examinations which the student should un~ 
dergo, came on, it was found that the Council had coupled 
“rudiments of anatomy” with the “preliminary scientific 
examination.” But, inthe discussion which ensued, it. was 
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shown that the Council had only carried out the instruction 
of the Association—that the first year-was to include the 
study of anatomy, holding that no study should be re- 
quired of which examinational proof was not given at ‘the 
end of the session. The door being thus opened to altera- 
tion, it was immediately moved by Mr. Heath and seconded 
by Mr. Holmes, that the amount of science required of 
medical students was too great, and they proposed to elimi- 
nate the subjects of botany and zoology from the prelimi- 
nary scientific examination altogether. In the discussion 
which ensued the feeling of the meeting was evidently in 
favour of the proposition, but it being thought unfair to 
rescind a resolution without formal notice, Clause VII. was 
passed over, and the remainder of the report accepted on 
the understanding that, at an adjourned meeting on the 
29th inst., a distinct vote should be taken on the question. 

We understand that the following notice of amendment 
has been sent in by Messrs. Heath and Holmes, and will be 
circulated with the summonses to the meeting of the 29th. 
Instead of, “ first, in common preliminary education, which 
should include elementary chemistry, physics, and botany ; 
second, in preliminary scientific education—that is, che- 
mistry, physics, botany, and zoology of the present system, 
and also the rudiments of anatomy;” it is proposed to 
read, “first, in common preliminary education, which 
should include botany and elementary chemistry ; second, 
in chemistry, physics, and the anatomy of the bones, liga- 
ments, and muscles of the human body.”” Thus it will be 
observed that both the first and second examinations are 
relieved ; the first by the transference of “ physics” to the 
second examination, and the second by the omission of 
botany and zoology, which, as was observed the other 
evening, are no more essential for a medical man than trigo- 
nometry. The rudiments of anatomy being a very vague 
phrase, it has been thought better to define the exact 
amount of anatomical knowledge a student must learn in 
his first year, though there is no bar to his studying the 
more abstruse subjects if he has both time and opportu- 
nity; and the examination being, of course, demonstrative, 
would ensure careful dissection during the first year. 

It now remains for the members of the Association to 
actup to the spirit of Sir Wm. Jenner’s address, and re- 
member that, to have weight and influence with the Licens- 
ing bodies, “the opinions expressed by the Association 
must represent the convictions of an overwhelming ma- 
jority of the teachers who compose it.” The question to be 
discussed next Friday, will be one which will influence the 
education of medical men for years, and will have an in- 
fluence for good or evil possibly for generations. It will 
be of very little use if the teachers who support the view 
‘that our students are intended, with few exceptions, to be 
practitioners, remain by their firesides, and leave the field to 
those teachers of science who would fill every man as full 
as they themselves are of a special subject. We should be 
sorry to be misunderstood as decrying scientific knowledge 
or the value of it; but we entreat the teachers te remember 
that they have to legislate for the average medical student, 
and not for the giants who become Hunters, Owens, or 
Huxleys in after years by their own efforts. 

“PROFESSOR PETTENKOFER ON CHOLERA. 

Tue interesting account which Drs. Cunningham and 
Lewis have given of the interview with Professor Petten- 
kofer shows that that able observer adheres firmly to his 
ground theory of cholera. In his eyes it appears to be es- 
sential that the “ germ ” of cholera should pass into ground 
suitable for it before it can become dangerous. As far as 
we can understand, he does not doubt that it there under- 
goes some sort of growth or development, although he re- 





fuses to assert whether or not this is of a fungoid nature. 
He has lately endeavoured to strengthen his case by an 
analysis of the causes which have rendered Lyons so singu- 
larly free in all epidemics from cholera, although it is sup- 


posed that on the last occasion many thousands of persons 


(some of them no doubt with cholera) left Marseilles and 
other places where cholera prevailed, and entered Lyons, 
which yet remained free. We hope that Drs. Cunningham 
and Lewis, as well as all others who have the opportunity, 
will examine thoroughly into this theory of Pettenkofer. 
The work is simple enough. A geological map, sufficiently 
minute to show the formation of very small areas; per- 
sonal examination of the soil and subsoil where this can 
be got at ; the varying level of the ground water; the tem- 
perature of the soil, and the amount of air contained in its 
interstices ;—these are the points which require examination. 
For determining the level of the subsoil water Pettenkofer 
chooses wells which are not likely to be affected by tidal 
movements from adjacent rivers or seas, and then mea- 
sures the distance from the top of the water to the surfage 
of the ground from week to week, or from month to month. 
He uses for this purpose a rope, carrying at the end a stick 
some foot or eighteen inches long, with a number of little 
flat saucers on it, about half an inch apart. The usual 
depth of the well being known, this instrument is let down 
into the water, and on being drawn up shows at once, by 
the position of the top saucer which contains water, the 
exact level of the water of the well. For ascertaining the 
temperature of the soil he uses thermometers with large 
bulbs, so that he can read them when drawn up before the 
mercury has time to fall; but he might better employ self- 
registering thermometers, such as those used in the ther- 
mometrical observations of patients. His plan for ascer- 
taining the amount of air in soils we do not know in all its 
details, but we are informed he has succeeded in showing 
that the amount of air, even in telerably dense soils, is 
much more than was supposed, and that there would be no 
difficulty in the passage of the minute “germs” of cholera 
through the numerous air-passages in the lighter soils. 
Without passing any opinion on the amount of truth jn 
this theory, we cannot but recollect that Pettenkofer is one 
of the most exact experimental philosophers, and that every 
creed of his is invariably backed by very strong evidence. 
We hope it may be the good fortune of the medical officers 
of the army in India to finally prove this theory, or enable 
us to discard it. 
RUMOURED REDUCTION OF THE MEDICAL 
SERVICES. 

Rvumovrs of reduction of all kinds are afloat. Retrench- 
ment is still the cry. The screw of the financial reformers 
is being applied successively to every branch of the public 
service, and it will, no doubt, receive an extra turn when 
fitted to the medical departments. The great saving, it is 
supposed, will be mainly effected, however, by the reduc- 
tion of the garrisons in our colonial possessions. It is be- 
lieved that Mr. Cardwell intends to make our colonists 
either pay for the use of the regiments they require, or go 
without them. The Broad Arrow asserts its belief that the 
forces will be reduced by 8000 men. 

We do not envy the task which the heads of the medical 
services have before them. On the one hand, they will be 
subjected to the pressure of political economists, who, 
according to the first Napoleon, would soon grind a govern- 
ment of granite to powder ; and, on the other, they are; we 
may suppose, ly desirous of protecting the depart- 
ments they represent from the effects of an unjust economy. 
The navy need not have much fear, we imagine, seeing that 
it has been reducing itself spontaneously.by a comparative 
dearth of medical candidates. If a reduction take place— 
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and of this we have very little doubt—one thing is quite 
clear: a number of duties which medical officers now per- 
form will have to be dispensed with. This ought to be a 
subject of rejoicing. To keep men, educated for the medical 
profession, watching rifle butts, in order to succour a 
wounded soldier once in five years, we may suppose—and 
then to be unable to do immediately, and on the ground, 
more than any intelligent sergeant could be taught, seems 
to us absurd. The time has surely come to relieve medical 
officers of a good many quasi-military duties, and confine 
them to those of a professional character. Of one thing 
there can be no doubt—viz., that reduction must advance 
pari passu in all branches of the service. It certainly should 
not fall exclusively or disproportionately on the medical, the 
sum spent on that being insignificant as compared with that 
squandered in other departments and services. Our con- 
temporary, the Army and Navy Gazette, appears keenly alive 
to the extravagant organisation of the medical branch of 
the army. Not to be behindhand in our solicitude for those 
branches over whose interests that journal more particularly 
watches, we may venture on a few suggestions in return. 
There is, to commence with, the twofold system of Horse 
Guards and War Office, with its host of clerks devising the 
movement of troops at one place, and checking coal returns 
at the other; the large number of officers, staff and regi- 
mental, of our army as compared with the French; the 
Military Store Staff Corps discharging duties which the 
Royal Artillery could fulfil ; the money spent by the Select 
Committee in testing all the inventions which are brought 
forward ; the body of troops—first-rate they are, no doubt— 
of Royal Marine Artillery, discharging no garrison duties 
on land, and not permitted, we are told, to fire a gun on 
shipboard while blue-jackets are present ; the heavy cavalry 
regiments, which, in the face of an enemy armed with 


modern rifles, would only present empty saddles to the foe ; 
the depdt battalions; the system of recruiting, and our 
separate and expensive system of regulars, militia, and 
volunteers. These are matters in which retrenchment could 
be undertaken with an amazing effect in reducing the esti- 
mates. 


THE NEW INFANTRY EQUIPMENT. 


We have received a long communication from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Carter regarding the knapsack invented by him 
and used by the 92nd Gordon Highlanders. We regret that 
we cannot publish Colonel Carter’s letter, on account of the 
matters discussed by him being more of a military than a 
medical character, and, consequently, scarcely adapted to 
our pages. We arrived at this conclusion after some hesi- 
tation and not a little regret, which is not diminished by 
the courteous way in which he appreciates our observations 
and criticisms. The soldier’s equipment must, of course, 
be looked at from a military as well as a hygienic point of 
view, although we are only qualified to judge of the latter. 
Colonel Carter quotes the testimony of several military 
officers in favour of his own invention, and states the 
objections which have been urged against the system re- 
commended by the War Office Committee. The valise, he 
states, is objected to by the men; it causes heat and per- 
spiration, and liability to chills on removal; and he goes on 
to quote from the report of Lieutenant Raper of the 98th 
Regiment some of the eight defects alleged by that officer 
against the plan of the Pack Committee. Colonel Carter 
likewise criticises the Committee’s report of the plan of 
carrying the ammunition in pouches, and quotes Sir Thomas 
Troubridge’s opinion as to the valise equipment system 
being unsuitable for the regular forces. He finally asserts 
in regard to his own equipment that he believes it to possess 
all the advantages, and none of the disadvantages, except 





in a small degree, of the valise equipment; and he asks for 
a competitive trial. 

We have always understood that, as far as the medical 
members of the Committee are concerned at any rate—and 
we have no reason for believing they differed ia this re- 
spect from the military members,—they were most anxious to 
have the subject fully discussed, and to consider it with im- 
partiality. We, therefore, gladly give publicity to Colonel 
Carter’s opinions, and his challenge to a competitive trial 
with his own pattern against that recommended by them ; 
though we have already expressed our opinion as to the 
advantages of the Committee’s plan. 


PAUPER NURSING. 


Errorts which we have made on behalf of the sick poor 
are bearing remarkable fruit throughout the country. The 
force of public opinion, the perception of conscious ne- 
gligence, and the fear of retribution in some form or 
other, are awakening guardians to a sense of duty, 
especially in regard to the nursing in workhouses. We 
observe with satisfaction that at a conference of the 
chairmen and vice-chairmen of the various Poor-law 
unions in Warwickshire, held in Warwick on Saturday 
last, under the presidency of the Lord-Lieutenant of the 
County (Lord Leigh), it was unanimously resolved to 
memorialise the Poor-law Board “ to take steps for securing 
to boards of guardians the power to train nurses, or to con- 
tribute to some approved institution for the training of 
efficient nurses, with power to employ nurses from any such 
institution for nursing the sick poor.” It was decided that 
a copy of the memorial should be sent to all the unions in 
England requesting their co-operation. It was also resolved 
that the attention of the Poor-law Board should be directed 
to the necessity for establishing, in connexion with the 
various unions, central industrial training schools in each 
county for the reception of the children who are likely to 
become permanent inmates of the workhouse. 


ST. GEORCE’S CONVALESCENT HOSPITAL. 


Tue solicitor to St. George’s Hospital has written to the 
Daily Telegraph to correct some misstatements respecting 
the Conyalescent Hospital of that institution. It appears 
that by the terms of the will of Mr. Morley, who died on 
the 14th of July, 1858, the income of his estate was directed 
to accumulate for a period of five years from his death, and 
during that time the governors of St. George's Hospital 
were precluded, under the penalty of forfeiting teir legacy, 
from in any wise interfering with the executors in the 
management and realisation of the property. The five 
years expired July, 1863; and in January, 1864, an order 
was made by the Court of Chancery that a scheme for the 
Atkinson Morley Hospital should be approved by the judge. 
A scheme was prepared without delay, and was finally 
adopted by the Court in December, 1864, and a few months 
previously to that date the site of the Convalescent Hospital 
at Wimbledon had been purchased by and conveyed to the 
governors of St. George’s Hospital. Immediately the scheme 
was approved, plans and designs of the proposed hospital 
were prepared and submitted to the governors, who, having 
selected a design of a building which, they were advised, 
could be erected at a cost of £20,000, obtained tenders for 
such building ; but they were unable to accept any tender, 
the amount of the lowest tender greatly exceeding the esti- 
mate. The erection of the building was necessarily delayed 
for about a year by reason of the above circumstances; but 
so soon as the original design was abandoned, the governors 
proceeded to obtain other plans and estimates, and finally 
a contract was entered into on the 16th of January, 1867, 
for erection of the building in accordance with the scheme 
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approved by the Court, which building is now approaching 
completion. The funds of St. George’s Hospital are kept 
wholly distinct from those of the Morley Convalescent Hos- 
pital; and the governors of St. George’s will, out of 
the funds appropriated to the support of that charity, 
contribute a fair proportion of the expenses of building the 
laundry at Wimbledon, and the subsequent expense of 
washing, which arrangement will be highly beneficial to the 
finances of both hospitals. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURCH. 

Tue University of Edinburgh has been gay during the 
past few days. Her lately-elected Chancellor, the Right 
Hon. John Inglis, Lord Justice-General, was entertained at 
a great dinner on the evening of Thursday, the 14th of 
January. The chair was occupied by Professor Maclagan, 
who made an able speech, highly eulogising the new 
Chancellor, and, while allowing the transcendent claims of 
Mr. Gladstone, justifying the choice of the local candidate, 
even in preference to the man who has since the election 
become Premier. The Chancellor, in replying to the toast 
of his health, did so with much brevity and taste. On the 
19th inst., Mr. Moncreiff was installed as Lord Rector, and 
made a very able and characteristic speech, discursive in 
range, and not very deep or original in its thought, but 
eminently pleasant and practical. He reviewed the history, 
political and academic, of the time which had elapsed since 
his connexion with the University began. He defended 
the system of the Scotch universities as being liberal, 
popular, and practical,—taking just credit to himself for 
the removal of the only narrowness in the Scotch univer- 
sities, the religious tests of the faith of the candidates 
for chairs. He justified a proper study of the classical 
writers, not only for the unrivalled perfection of their style, 
but for the love of freedom which appears in all their 
writings; and he concluded by very eloquently enjoining 
work upon all the students as the grand and only condition 
of success and happiness. 


THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 

Monpay evening was occupied in the discussion of impor- 
tant subjects. Mr. Haynes Walton brought before the notice 
of the Fellows an interesting case of conical cornea. Till 
now, persons afflicted with this morbid state were doomed 
to blindness, for they were so far blind in the advanced 
stage of the disease that all useful sight was lost. By a 
modern operation, much of the defect is overcome, and 
the eye again made available. The plan adopted was to 
dislocate the pupil to the upper and the lower part of the 
cornea, and to fix it there, so that the rays of light which 
impinged on the margin of the cornea, where the conical 
change does not take place, should reach the retina. The 
patient before the operation was so blind that she could 
not recognise her most intimate friends, nor get about in a 
strange house without assistance. Mr. Walton had operated 
on both eyes, on four different occasions, and each operation 
had completely answered his expectations. The pupils re- 
sembled those of a cat, and were of a slit form. They 
acted a little under the stimulus of light. The girl was just 
twenty-four years of age. The disease had been coming 
on eight years. At present, two months since the opera- 
tion, she can read large type. She can thread her needle, 
mend her stockings, and do ordinary domestic work with 
her needle. She can recognise her friends even across the 
street. The patient was very carefully examined by all the 
members of the Society. Mr. Walton said that this was 
the only case he knew of in which both eyes had been ope- 
rated on with such success. 

Mr. de Méric then read an able paper on a subject still 





surrounded with some obscurity, namely, ‘‘ How Syphilis 
begins and ends.” The author treated this interesting 
theme in a masterly manner, and built up his theories ex- 
clusively upon the cases which had come before him during 
twenty years of public and private practice. To elucidate his 
meaning the author had decorated—or rather defiled—the 
walls with groups of coloured drawings, illustrating :—1. 
What he called the necropolic group, representing the fear- 
fully destructive ulcerations of those who had fallen victims 
to the disease. 2. A group portraying the loathsome state 
in which neglectful unfortunates present themselves at the 
hospital. 3. A regular series of the Hunterian sore. 4. A 
very rare group, illustrating a pathological manifestation 
seldom seen,—namely, primary sores in the female. 5. A 
few cf the well-known crusty parchment sores of the sheath 
of the penis, and some examples of chancrous erosions, 
balanitis, &e. The gallery was, as far as it went, complete, 
and aided the descriptions offered in the paper. The latter 
confirmed generally-received opinions as to gonorrhea and 
balanitis not having the power of generating syphilis ; and 
the author made, as to bubo, abrasion, and soft chancre, 
certain restrictions drawn from actual cases. Syphilis 
might, exceptionally, linger after these manifestations. The 
indurated sore, in its three varieties, was, however, found 
guilty of most of the mischief; and Mr. de Méric tried to 
show, from facts, that secondaries, as they are called, 
might, in rare instances, be the only and earliest symptoms 
of the disease. This opinion was combated by some speakers 
with much earnestness, and the discussion turned out ani- 
mated and instructive. The author attempted to show how 
syphilis ends, but confessed that it was difficult to deter- 
mine with accuracy whether the complaint was conquered 
or not, except some reliance were put upon the begetting of 
a healthy offspring. He had seen patients who had 
remained well through a series of years, and others who 
had, very provokingly, suffered many relapses. A striking 
parallel was drawn between syphilis and the following dia- 
thetic diseases: gout, rheumatism, insanity, and her- 
petism. The mortality was shown to be very small, 
especially when still-born children, and those who die a few 
months after birth, from the hereditary disease, were not 
taken into account. The paper, as the president remarked, 
was written in a very lucid manner, carefully arranged, 
and illustrated by numerous cases which could not, how- 
ever, be read in extenso. 


THE WINTERBOTTOM NAUTICAL COLLECE, 
SOUTH SHIELDS. 


A ceremony took place on the 12th of this month, at 
South Shields, not without interest to the medical pro- 
fession. The Winterbottom Nautical College was opened. 
The Bishop of Durham and other gentlemen took part in 
the proceedings. As the name implies, this College owes 
its existence to the beneficent will of the late Dr. Winter- 
bottom, well known as a writer on the natives and diseases 
of Africa. Dr. Winterbottom, after being physician to the 
colony of Sierra Leone, practised medicine in South Shields, 
where he died some years since, at an advanced age. 
During his life he had a great local reputation, not only for 
medical sagacity, but for benevolence. The favourite 
objects of his benevolence were sailors; and thirty years 
before his death he designed the statutes and the whole 
scheme of teaching of this College, for the benefit of boné 
fide sailors. Provision is made for giving instruction gra- 
tuitously to those who have been one year at sea, in all the 
branches of science necessary to a practical knowledge of 
the art of navigation, as well as in those commercial and 
moral principles upon a knowledge of which the competence 
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and respectability of seamen so much depend. The College 
is, architecturally, an ornament to the town, and is replete 
swith every instrument and apparatus necessary for teaching 
mavigation, including a very fine telescope, the work of Mr. 
Martin, of South Shields, well known in the neighbourhood 
and the north of England for his microscopes. The success 
of the College may be expected, not only from the fact that 
it supplies a great want in the north of England, but from 
‘the high ability and enthusiasm of the principal, the Rev. 
Dr. Hooppell. We can only rejoice that so noble an institu- 
tion will perpetuate the name and fame of Dr. Winter- 
bottom. 


CARBOLIC ACID IN MALARIOUS FEVER. 


From a despatch which has been forwarded by Sir Henry 
Barkly to the Colonial Office we learn that Dr. Barraut, 
the Acting Sanitary Inspector at the Mauritius, and Dr. 
W. H. Tassier of the same place, have been not only using 
vearbolic acid extensively as a disinfectant, but they have 
‘been employing solutions of the pure variety, prepared by 
‘Messrs. Calvert and Co., in the direct treatment of the 
fever cases in the epidemic in that island. These gentile- 
men speak highly of the therapeutical powers of the acid 
‘in intermittent fever. It was employed by them in two 
~ways. One grain of the pure medicinal acid in one ounce 
of water, with a little brandy or bitter infusion, was ad- 
«ministered as a medicine three times a day, and with, it is 
asserted, remarkably good effects, the relapses being less 
“frequent than after the use of quinine. It was chiefly in 
‘those cases in which the fit was ushered in by vomiting 
that Dr. Barraut found the carbolic acid acted with the 
greatest advantage. Another method of treatment was by 
thypodermic injection of a solution of the pure acid ; and a 
‘table of twenty-seven cases is given in illustration of the 
effects, with the detailed account of others. The strength 
of the injection used by Dr. Tassier was sixty-four grains 
to four ounces of water, of which as much as from twelve to 
thirty minims were used at a time. We have elsewhere 
directed attention to the caution which is required in the 
use of this powerful agent, which, it must be remembered, 
is a poison ; but this method of employing it, as well as the 
object in view, are, we imagine, novel. We must await the 
results of further trials before deciding as to the value of 
the practice. If these should be confirmatory of the expe- 
riences of Drs. Barraut and Tassier the discovery will prove 
both important and interesting. 


MR. MILL ON FEMALE “EDUCATION. 
Tuar universal correspondent, the late Member for West- 
minster, has extended the range of his letter-writing to 
some ladies at St. Petersburg, who are organising a sch 





philosopher who has not yet learned the elementary lesson 
that he should distrust his own power of forming an opinion 
upon subjects that.lie beyond the range of his work. Mr. 
Mill ought to know, if he does not, that the “ eyual advent 
of both sexes to intellectual culture,” however important, is 
simply impossible, on account of the organic differences by 
which the sexes are distinguished. “If equals be added to 
unequals, the results are unequal.” He cannot remove 
the inequality by any amount of teaching ; and, if he could, 
it is very doubtful whether either men or women, or the 
children about whom Mr. Mill is so solicitous, would be 
gainers by the change. There can be little doubt that 
this letter will be freely quoted in support of the views of 
those who wish to teach to women the “ practical art of medi- 
cine ;” and it is worth while to point out wherein the chief 
difficulty of doing so rests. The practical art of healing is one 
that requires the largest range of personal sympathy—the 
power of feeling for and with the sick, however uninter- 
esting, or poor, or squalid, or repulsive. Now it is an essen- 
tial characteristic of women that their sympathies are con- 
tracted within a narrow circle. They bestow them freely 
upon a few persons ; they cannot bestow them, and would 
be practically unsexed if they could, upon a wide range of 
patients. This is the point at which a system of female 
doctoring, if it ever reached so far, would break down at 
last ; and we are sorry to see Mr. Mill lending his name to 
support crotchets with regard to which, indeed, it ought to 
be utterly without authority. We commend to his advocacy 
a suggestion that is, we believe, original, and that, if carried 
out, would open to his clients a profession that is not, in 
most instances, laborious. Why should not Mr. Mill agitate 
for the admission of women to holy orders? 


THE STRAND “DEAD-HOUSE.”’ 


Tue public and ourselves were informed almost simul- 
taneously last week by Mr. Charles L. Ryan, of the Ex- 
chequer and Audit Department at Somerset House, that 
the statements made by us of the action of the “autho- 
rities” relative to the late sudden death of a clerk in 
that department, “entirely misrepresent the facts.” 
As Mr. Ryan thought fit to leave those statements un- 
answered until the time of our going to press last week, 
we had no alternative but to adopt at once the same 
measures for defending the accuracy of this journal as had 
been taken to impeach it. We are relieved by the publicity 
Mr. Ryan has given to his letter elsewhere from printing it 
in our columns ; readers who have not seen it and may wish 
to do so, will find it in The Times of the 15th inst. 

A simple recapitulation of the circumstances will show on 
which side the misrep tation of facts lies. In our im- 
pression of the 9th inst. we drew attention toa letter which 








for the higher education of women in Russia. Mr. Mill 
says :—“I have learnt with pleasure, mingled with admira- 
tion, that there are found in Russia women sufficiently en- 
lightened and courageous to demand for their sex a partici- 
pation in the various branches of higher historical, philo- 
logical, and scientific education, including the practical art 
of medicine, and to gain for this cause important support 
from the scientific world I am profoundly convinced 
that the moral and intellectual progress of the male sex 
“runs a great risk of stopping, if not of receding, as long as 
that of the women remains behind; and that, not only be- 
cause nothing can replace the mother for the education of 
children, but also because the influence upon man himself of 
the character and the ideas of the companion of his life 
cannot be insignificant ; woman must either push him for- 
+ward or hold him back.” 
It is very curious to watch the mental processes of a 





appeared in The Times on the previous Saturday, from Dr. 
Burney Yeo, of King’s College, in which the disgraceful 
treatment of the body of a civil servant, who had died at 
Somerset House, was spoken of in (as it appeared to us) 
most befitting terms of condemnation. Before a line was 
written by us Dr. Yeo’s statements had been fully verified, 
and enough in addition generally ascertained to warrant 
the belief that the removal of tlie body had taken place at 
the request of somebody or other at the Audit Office. Our 
assertion that “the Audit Office authorities required the 
parish officials to remove the body” was therefore made, 
because the probabilities of the case, in conjunction with 
the results of such inquiry as we had then made, pointed to 
such conclusion, and to that alone. 

Mr. Ryan, unmindful of the maxim “ Qui s’ ezcuse s’ accuse,” 
exonerates himself and the “authorities” of the Audit 
Office, by showing that one of their subordinates, entrusted 
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with a solemn charge from them, took upon himself to 
deliver up that charge upon no other ground than the 
mere supposition that he was justified in so doing. We 
ask whether anything we have said is so discreditable to 
the Audit Office authorities as Mr. Ryan’s own admissions. 
What can be the state of discipline in an office where a 
porter, or office-keeper, or by what other name he may be 
called, ventures upon reversing arrangements previously 
made by his superiors? The assertion that “‘ under no 
circumstances” would this subordinate “have been jus- 
tified in refusing to recognise the authority of the coroner’s 
officer to remove the body,” is an attempt to throw dust in 
the eyes of the public, against which we protest. Has Mr. 
Ryan ascertained whether the coroner’s officer produced any 
authority to remove the body? or did the office-keeper re- 
quire its production prior to giving up his charge? Nay, 
further, has Mr. Ryan satisfied himself that any such power 
of removal existed at all in the case? If he will look at 
the 28th section of “The Sanitary Act, 1866,” he will find 
that “where a proper place has been provided by the local 
authority, the coroner may order the removal of a body to 
that place for post-mortem examination, the costs of re- 
moval being paid in the same manner and out of the same 
fund as the cost and fees for post-mortem examinations 
when ordered by the coroner.” 

Our confirmed impression is that the removal of the body 
was arranged between the beadle of St. Mary-le-Strand 
(acting as the coroner’s officer) and the office-keeper, or 
senior porter (whichever it may be), of the Audit Office ; 
and that it was done simply on the terms of a mutual ar- 
rangement, irrespective of any “authority” whatever. 
And this impression is borne out by the following sentence 
in a recent letter from Dr. Yeo to a contemporary :—* I may 
also add, that the coroner's officer clearly stated to me, in the 
presence of a third person, that he removed the body, at great 
inconvenience and some expense to himself, to comply with the 
request of one of the oficials in Somerset House.” As to 
whether any benefit acerued to either party by the trans- 
action, that is hardly a matter concerning us. Mr. Ryan 
states that no fee was paid to the beadle by any person 
connected with his department, so the source whence the 
fee came has yet to be ascertained. 

We have Dr. Yeo’s just testimony to the humanity and 
good feeling of the colleagues of the late clerk. We 
have Mr. Ryan’s declaration that the “ authorities” of 
the office did what in them lay to show respect to an 
old public servant ; but the fact remains that an utterly 
irresponsible somebody in the office was able to frustrate 
all the good intentions of “authorities” and colleagues 
alike. It is a salutary practice to hold “ authorities” re- 
sponsible so long as they shield or condone the doings of 
their subgrdinates. Of one thing we are tolerably certain— 
which is, that, thanks to the part we have taken in this 
affair, any recurrence of a similar state of things in our 
public offices is not likely to happen. 


THE NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 


Tue announcement that Dr. Bryson, the Director-General 
of the Naval Medical Department, has resigned his appoint- 
ment, will probably take our readers by surprise. Dr. 
Bryson has not actually ceased to do duty, but will continue 
to act until his successor is appointed, or until—as appears 
more probable—the alterations which will ensue through- 
out the whole department are completed. The facts of the 
case are that the Director-General has served the period of 
five years allotted to the office, and his age is such as to 
lead him to decline further official duties. 


Director-General will be, but, following all precedent, one 
of the Inspectors-General of Hospitals will succeed Dr. 
Bryson. Of these gentlemen Sir David Deas, K.C.B., stands 
out prominently as the man who has both seen service and 
has an intimate knowledge of the duties of his department. 
Dr. Davidson, C.B., now at Plymouth, has also seen great 
and varied service, and has many claims for promotion. 
The two junior Inspectors are Dr. Armstrong and Dr. 
Salmon. The former holds a high social position as a 
friend of royalty, and a man well known in scientific circles, 
but he has never held office as an Inspector, though this is 
not necessarily a bar to his promotion. Dr. Salmon was 
promoted only last month, and was until that time serving 
at Woolwich, in charge of the Marines. 


THE UNDERGROUND RAILWAY. 


WHILST we are prepared to admit the immense public con- 
venience of this line of rail, and that it is daily on the in- 
crease, we must add that the atmosphere of its tunnels and 
stations of late has been anything but satisfactory. This con- 
viction is the result of some thirty journeys made over dif- 
ferent parts of the line within the last three weeks. There 
is a great deal more smoke, more steam, and vastly more 
dirt ; and to prove this, one need only pass one’s hand along 
the wooden rails in a first-class carriage. Now this dust 
and dirt and smoke cannot be beneficial to the lungs of 
the British public. The nuisance of which we complain is 
said to arise from the consumption of a new kind of coal. 
Volumes of dark smoke issued from the Portland-road 
station a few days since whilst we were standing there, and 
the air was irritating alike to nose and throat. To say 
that, under these circumstances, such a state of things can 
exist without harm, is absurd. The Company showed 
every disposition on a former occasion to remedy an evil 
similar to that of which we now complain; and we hope they 
will also act upon the hint which we have now thrown 
out. 








PROPACATION OF DISEASE BY PUBLIC 
VEHICLES. 


A CORRESPONDENT of The Times once more calls attention 
to this oft-mooted question, and suggests what he fancies 
would be a simple way of preventing the danger for the future. 
“Tt is, in the first place, to compel all hospitals to have a 
conveyance of their own (a course adopted in many in- 
stances) ; and, secondly, to punish by imprisonment, and 
not by fine, any person who engages a public vehicle for 
the conveyance of a patient known to be suffering from an 
infectious disease.” We fear that the remedy would be 
found far more simple than effectual. We have always 
urged that hospitals should have their own vehicles for the 
conveyance of patients with infectious diseases; but we 
strongly suspect that the infection of vehicles by hospital 
patients is less frequent than by the more wealthy classes. 
The difficulty is that, in any case of removal, no one knows 
of the matter except those who have a direct interest in con- 
cealing it, and imprisonment would be neither more nor 
less efficacious than the fine that would now be inflicted. 
Vehicles for the conveyance of such patients should be kept 
not at hospitals only, but for hire, and should be easily 
obtainable. There should be regulations with regard to the 
disinfection of such vehicles after each time of using, and 
then there would be less difficulty than now in enforcing the 
law with regard to carriages in common use. It might even 
be desirable that the special vehicles should be provided by 
vestries or other public bodies, and let out at a reasonable 
rate. This would meet any difficulty arising from unwilling- 





It is premature to attempt to say who the future 


ness on the part of ordinary stable-keepers to admit the in- 
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fectious disease carriage into their yards, or from any doubt 
as to whether its possession could be made remunerative. 

Dr. Jeaffreson, in The Times of the 21st, writes to say 
that a few of the required vehicles have been established 
by subscription, and to describe how they may be obtained. 
This seems to us to be radically wrong in principle. A 
matter of so much public importance ought not to be left 
to voluntary effort. 


THE “MUSEUM AND ADVERTISEMENT” 


NUISANCE. 


Tue Saturday Review, in an article on “ Pubiic Inde- 
cencies,” once more calls attention to anatomical museums 
and pseudo-medical advertisements, and to the powers of 
dealing with them given by Lord Campbell’s Act. The 
writer strongly condemns the intermittent activity of the 
police, and believes that perseverance on their part would 
be sufficient, with the present powers of the law, to suppress 
all that is complained of. It is much to be wished that this 
view were fairly tested, and that Lord Campbell’s Act 
were fully put in force against those whose infringements 
of decency are of a kind to be felt and appreciated, not 
only by the public, but more especially by the medical pro- 
fession. In the estimation of the ignorant, of all ranks, 
these museum-keepers and advertisers are in some way 
doctors, or are credited with some sort of medical position 
or character, and thus a portion of their shame comes to be 
reflected upon respectable-men. We should hail with much 
satisfaction any attempt to deal systematically with these 
beastly forms of quackery; and then if the law, fairly 
tested, were found to be insufficient, there would be valid 
grounds for seeking its amendment at the hands of Par- 
liament. 


SEXLESS PHILOSOPHERS. 


Tue proposed examinations for the gentler sex by the 
Universities of Cambridge and London have excited some 
little notice in the general press, and an unfavourable com- 
parison has been drawn between the modest method 
pursued by the Cambridge examiners contrasted with the 
published lists and the honours examinations of the London 
University. The requirements of the latter institution, 
however, deserve more than a passing comment from both 
the amount and the kind of knowledge its Senate in its 
wisdom has propounded for young damsels of seventeen. 
We are content to pass by the general examination in Latin 
and two other languages, in English language and literature, 
mathematics, natural philosophy, and chemistry or botany, 
with the comment that any young woman who passes will 
probably have injured her constitution by the necessary 
application ; and we turn to a subject which more particularly 
concerns us—the honours examination in human physiology. 
Besides knowing the general relations of the different organs 
of the body, one to another, the structure of the tissues, the 
balance between nutrition and waste, &c., the young woman 
who desires to be certificated (if there is, or ever shall be, 
such a remarkable young person) will be expected to under- 
stand the circulation, and to reply to questions upon “the 
processes of alimentation, respiration, perspiration, and 
renal excretion, with the essential anatomy of the organs by 
which these functions are performed”! We wonder who and 
of what sex the individual was who contrived this “happy 
thought,” for it is to be observed that it is not the renal 
secretion which is to be studied by our young ladies, but the 
excretion of that important fluid, and the essential anatomy 
of the organs (male and female, of course) by which these 
functions are performed. It must surely be an oversight 
that the Senate, presided over by such a polished courtier 


as Earl Granville, can have allowed so outrageous a pro 
position to receive its sanction. 

But the young ladies’ knowledge is not to stop here; it 
is to include also the organs of motion, rigor mortis, animal 
mechanics, the entire nervous system, with the special 
senses ; and, moreover, the purely hypothetical candidate is 
to be able “to recognise the various elementary tissues 
under the microscope, and to have so much knowledge of 
physiological anatomy as may be obtained by studying the 
principal organs of one of the commoner domestic animals.” 
Surely there must be some hideous error. The Senate must 
have ordered the requirements of the M.B. to be printed by 
mistake? Is it really intended that our “ domestic animals” 
shall be dissected (possibly vivisected) by feminine hands; 
or have the authorities of the University taken leave of their 
senses and their proprieties at one and the same time ? 


INFIRMARY OF NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


We gather from the local papers that another disturbance 
of the peace of the Infirmary of Newcastle-upon-Tyne is 
impending. According to these authorities, the dispute 
has reference to the question of nursing, and to an attempt 
to introduce lady amateur nurses, who shall do the duties 
gratuitously, and from religious motives. The worst of 
this proposal is that it is always associated with one reli- 
gious party, and that the one which is least in unison with 
our English feeling. We had to comment the other day 
upon a movement in Nottingham for establishing an hos- 
pital for sick children, in which the nursing was to be by 
religious sisterhoods, and in which the very medical men 
were selected—not elected. We cannot but fear that this 
system will be most disastrous, especially in places like 
Newcastle, to the welfare of public hospitals. It looks as 
if the arena of religious strife was to be removed from the 
Church into our splendid charities. Can anything more 
objectionable be imagined? We can only hope that the 
medical profession will set its face against this attempt to 
convert our hospitals into fields for the display of sec- 
tarianism. If the nursing or the general management of 
the Newcastle Infirmary be faulty, it should be rectified ; 
if they be not faulty it will be most gratuitous to initiate 
doubtful changes. 


AMATEURS IN PHYSIC. 


The Times during the past week has contained a curious 
correspondence, that would be amusing if it were not a little 
too serious. Mr. Le Neve Foster trusted that he might 
“not be considered out of place in drawing attention to a 
means of alleviating” scarlatina and typhus. He professed 
himself to be “ well aware how delicate a thing it is for a 
layman to meddle in matters of medicine ;” and, after this 
introductory flourish, proceeded to prescribe poisonous doses 
of carbolic acid. Fortunately, Dr. Beale and Dr. Fuller 
noticed the letter, and the quantity of the acid, and 
and they wrote to The Times to say what the effect of Mr. 
Foster’s prescription would be. He replied by a letter that 
is as delicious a specimen of sciolism and self-sufficiency 
as we have ever witnessed, and that fully deserves to be re- 
produced. 

“Tam greatly obliged,” he writes, “to Dr. Beale and 
Dr. Fuller for drawing attention to a very possible misin- 
terpretation of my description of the preparation of carbolic 
acid to be used as a medicine. I used the words ‘concen- 
trated medicinal carbolic acid,’ by which it is hardly neces- 
sary to say I did not mean the ‘ concentrated acid,’ to which, 
so far as I am aware, the term ‘ medicinal’ has never been 
applied. I referred to what is sold by chemists under the 
title of ‘solution of best medicinal carbolic acid.’ This is 
| the solution to be diluted with ten parts of water, and when 
| thus diluted the dose I named was one teaspoonful. I need 
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scarcely add that these doses should be given with some 

on, and should not be continued indefinitely ; pro- 
bably three doses are the most that should be given, espe- 
cially to children. Doses of even still greater dilution I am 
told are efficacious.” 

It seems inconceivable that Mr. Foster should not know 
that the only “carbolic acid” that can be called “ medi- 
cinal”’ is the pure carbolic acid—the preparation ordered in 
the British Pharmacopwia—the maximum dose of which for 
an adult is three grains. What in the world does he mean by 
“what is sold by chemists under the title of solution of best 
medicinal carbolic acid”? and what is to prevent any chemist 
from making and selling any solution that he pleases? 
What does Mr. Foster mean by “concentrated” carbolic 
acid? Carbolic acid may be diluted, but how can it be con- 
centrated? This sort of stuff is like the talk of a monthly 
nurse; and, until the Secretary of the Society of Arts can 
write with more exactness, he should refrain from writing 
about active poisons. A man who lately drank some car- 
bolic acid died in eight minutes from its effects. The ques- 
tion of its use in medicine is at present sub judice, and is 
being carefully and rationally investigated by persons able 
to deal with it. On this point we may call attention toa 
letter from Dr. Keith, that will be found elsewhere. 


MEDICAL OFFICERS’ UNIFORM. 


We think our contemporary, the Pall Mall Gazette, in 
writing as it did about medical officers’ uniform, was labour- 
ing under a little misapprehension. Of course, there are 
some men who render themselves ridiculous by that ill- 
concealed vanity which is the frequent concomitant of 
empty-headedness; but their number is probably small, 
compared with that of combatant officers of the same kind. 
We hope and believe that the majority of them are not de- 
sirous of arraying themselves in gorgeous accoutrements of 
expensive pattern; nay, we know that there are some who 
would personally prefer to do without uniform altogether, 
and there are many more who would gladly adopt a uniform 
of a simple pattern and of a character suitable to be worn in 
common by the whole department. Medical officers have 
not, unfortunately, been accustomed to receive much con- 
sideration, and they very naturally regarded an uncommonly 
ugly black leathern belt as a very undesirable method of 
distinguishing members of a profession entitled to, at least, 
the same respect as officers of other and more favoured 
scientific corps, distinguished in a very different manner. 
“ By all means, it is urged, let soldiers know my profession 
by my uniform, but not by its inferior character.” A con- 
tributor to the Pall Mall, probably, would not like to be dis- 
tinguished by the inferior quality and ugly cut of his dress, 
from those with whom he was supposed to mix socially on 
terms of equality. Stupid as the notion may appear, it 
is still the fact, that, in the army, rank is denoted by the 
uniform, which becomes the title, in a military sense, to re- 
spect. The present dress of the army medical officer is, no 
doubt, bad and unsuitable, and the sooner it is remodelled 
the better. Medical officers are not, however, answerable 
for its design, and would gladly adopt one simpler and 
better. 


UNHEALTHY MILITARY STATIONS. 


A CORRESPONDENT of the Army and Navy Gazette, in call- 
ing attention to this subject, proposes that the period of 
service at unhealthy stations should be materially 
shortened. He cites the climate of Malta as among the worst, 
and adds that the late Major-General Sir William Ridley, 
was strongly impressed with the exceptional effects of this 
climate on young soldiers. We fear the expense will be an 
effectual bar to a more frequent system of reliefs. Malta is, 





no doubt, a very unhealthy place. Its summer is hot and 
enervating in the extreme; there is scarcely a barrack fit 
for habitation; and the drainage is bad, while the porous 
character of the sandstone was an additional reason why it 
should be very good. We cannot understand why Europeans 
should be sent to the West Coast of Africa at all. Officers 
return from that country in wretched health, with broken- 
down constitutions, or the seeds of irremediable disease. 


THE MARSHALL HALL MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP. 

A meerine of the General Committee is agpeinted to 
take place on Friday next, the 29th inst., at 5 p.a., at 53, 
Berners-street, by the kind permission of the Council of the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society. The chief object of the meet- 
ing is to appoint members of the Executive Committee, and 
to suggest the form which the memorial should take. Dr. 
Burrows, the president of the Medical Council, will take 
the chair. The names of Mr. Paget, F.R.S., Dr. Acland, 
F.R.8., Dr. Ogle, Dr. Gueneau de Mussy, Dr. Butler (Win- 
chester), Dr. C.J. B. Aldis, Dr. Gream, Dr. Stillwell (Epsom), 
Dr. Sieveking, Mr. Turner (Manchester), and Mr. Haynes 
Walton, have been added during the week to those which 
already appear in the General Committee list. 


CHELMSFORD DISPENSARY. 

Tue governors of this institution have for some time past 
paid the modest sum of £20 to each of their two medical 
officers. The financial position of the dispensary has not, 
apparently, prospered of late, whether in consequence of 
some impolitic alteration in the rules as to the number of 
tickets of admission given to subscribers in return for their 
support or not, we cannot quite comprehend; but it was 
proposed at the annual meeting of the supporters of the 
charity held last week, to cease the award of the usual 
honorarium to the medical officers. One of the speakers 
urged that the step commended itself, because medical 
advice “was almost always given gratuitously at institu- 
tions of this kind.” Unfortunately, it is so; but that is no 
proof of its justness, and it affords no warrant for breaking 
faith with the present staff of the Chelmsford Dispensary, 
as regards the emolument which has hitherto been re- 
ceived. The evil consequences to medical practitioners of 
the prevailing system of gratuitous advice crop up in all 
directions; and not the least of these is the prevalent 
fashion of undervaluing the services of medical men. 


A USEFUL CIFT. 

Tue authorities of Guildford have for some time past 
desired to erect a fever-house for certain infectious cases— 
a very proper and sensible wish. One difficulty in the way 
of its accomplishment—viz., the want of a suitable plot of 
ground—has been removed by the generosity of the Earl 
of Onslow, who has given the requisite land for the purpose 
of erecting thereon a suitable building. This is only 
one of many good deeds by which the noble Earl has 
benefited his neighbourhood. 


PRESENTATIONS TO MEDICAL MEN. 

A numper of his friends in Connemara have presented 
Dr. Suffield, of Clifden, with a handsome timepiece and a 
well-filled purse, on his retirement from practice on 
account of ill health, as a mark of their esteem and regard 
towards him. 

The workmen and managers of the Darlington Rolling 
Mills also have presented Mr. Arrowsmith, their medical 
officer, with a gold ring and a silver-mounted whip, in tes- 
timony of their appreciation of his professional services. 
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THE POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 








Ar the annual meeting of the subscribers to the Ripon Dis- 


pensary, held at Ripon on the 16th inst., a letter was read 
imputing serious blame to the medical officers on the score 


Tue growing importance of the Association of Poor-law | of their non-attendance at the Dispensary ; and saying that 


Medical Officers is proved by a very practical step which it | t 


he patients were habitually left to the care of the dispenser. 


has lately taken to show that it is conscious of its own power | This statement was not undisputed, and when some pro- 


and means to use it. 


the society are generally prosperous, and especially 


We have received a copy of the Quar- | mised evidence has been published we purpose to return to 
terly Report of the Council, which shows that the affairs of | the subject. 





Tue Bristol General Hospital and the Royal Infirmary 


all ttenti to the large amount of lia’ tary 
peewee 9-64 Mgt hes : ee eee? | have obtained a joint addition of upwards of £400 to their 


support which has been already promised, and very cheer- 
fully it would seem, to the main objects which the Associa- 


funds, as the proceeds of collections made for that purpose 
in various places of religious worship in Bristel. We 


tion has at heart. No l han eighty-ni bers of the 
ete ee ee Ameya iets heartily wish that these “ Hospital Sundays’ may beeome 


new House of Commons have frankly declared their inten- 
tion to give the whole subject of medical relief to the poor 
their attentive consideration ; and the majority of these 
gentlemen have also decidedly expressed the conviction that 
Poor-law doctors are at present unjustly treated, and that 


@ permanent institution in all our large towns. 





Errmemic cHouera is stated to be still prevailing at the 


French settlement of St. Louis on the coast of Senegal. The 


the results are disastrous, not only to them, but to the poor. | disease was supposed to have been introduced by the Moors, 
Of course these numerous promises have been obtained by | and it is said to have spread in the interior. 


the active co-operation of many individual members of the 
Association with their energetic president and secretaries ; 


We understand that a “ Medical Officers’ Navy List” is 


and it strikes us as one of the most signal proofs of the mis-| shortly to be published, affording full information as to the 
chievous results of the lack of esprit de corps, which is the | yank, age, professional qualifications, honours, &c., of the 
curse of our profession, that it should have been left to the | offers composing the medical department of the navy. 


most down-trodden and apparently powerless section of the 
medical body in England to show the important results 





We have just received the return of births and deaths 


which can be immediately obtained by earnest and united . 1 in Inclend dasing thoq r ended last Septem- 


action. When will the mémbers of other ill-used Govern- 


ber; why it should be nearly three months behind the corre- 


ment medical services pluck up heart and act with some- spvading re » for England. and Scotland is not explained. 


thing like the same practical determination ? 

At the approaching quarterly meeting of the Association, 
to be heldat the Freemasons’ Tavern, on the 29th inst., at 7.30 
P.M., some important resolutions will be brought forward, 
which it is very desirable that a large and influentia) 
meeting should discuss; we therefore hope that every 
Poor-law medical officer who can find time will be present. 

Besides all this, we understand that some entirely new 
evidence as to the evil effects of the present wretched star- 
vation of the Poor-law medical service will be brought for- 
ward. If the half of what we hear whispered be correct, facts 
will be stated the knowledge of which every medical officer 
ought to do the utmost in his power to spread among the 
community ; for it will be shown that the economic inte- 
rests of the public are injured by the present state of things 
in a direct and palpable manner—a fact which, till now, 
even the most suspicious critic of Poor-law doings could 
not have ventured to suppose. 


CONSUMPTION OF HORSE-MEAT IN PARIS 
AND BERLIN. 


Tue sale of horse-meat has not taken so well in Paris as 
might have been expected from the first success of the 
undertaking. We are informed by the official accounts, 
which have just been published, that during the last twelve 
months the number of horses slain in Paris amounts to 
2400. Out of this quantity five per eent. have been em- 
ployed in making sausages, &c. ; whilst forty per cent. have 
been sold to the small restawrants, and ten per cent. to the 
poorer classes. It.may thus be seen that the quantity of 
horse-meat knowingly consumed as such in Paris is very 
small. Indeed, even the poorest people in that city manifest 
a strong aversion to horseflesh. 

The number of horses slain in Berlin during the same 
period of time amounts to 4044, thus forming almost double 
the number slaughtered in Paris. But it may be well to 
add that the Berlin dyers are now making an extensive use 


Scarlatina is spoken of as the prevailing disease of the 
quarter. 


Tue Registrar-General states that the 1490 deaths regis- 
tered last week in London were “less by 340 than the esti- 
mated amount with a correction for increase of population.” 
That is to say, the mortality returns of the second week of 
ten previous years give an average which, raised by a tenth 
part, yields 1830 deaths as the “estimated amount” for 
that week. Are the widely different meteorological features 
of the weeks, thus brought into comparison, allowed for in 
any way? 


Tue King’s College soirée on the 14th inst. was a well- 
arranged and an attractive entertainment. The new Prin- 
cipal (Dr. Barry) did the laborious work of host with ur- 
banity and success; and the various Professors did their 
best to second his efforts. The scientific and amusing 
objects exhibited for the entertainment of the numerous 
visitors received full attention, and the refreshments pro- 
vided for their refection little less. We hope that Dr. Barry 
may be regarded as the harbinger of a new régime at King’s 
College—one which will tend to bind together the old stu- 
dents of the College, and render them anxious to promote 
the welfare of their Alma Mater. 





A CORRESPONDENT in The Times states that in letters he 
has received from Zanzibar, and which bear date Nov. 26th, 
it is mentioned that no news has come to hand for a long 
time relative to the movements or whereabouts of Dr. 
Livingstone; but that there is no real cause to be anxious 
about him. 








GREENWICH HOSPITAL. 





Ir would appear, from a paragraph in a contemporary, 
that it is the intention of the Government to remove the 


infirm pensioners to the hospital at Netley, in October next, 





of horse-blood. 


and appropriate the building at Greenwich to military pur- 
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poses. We do not know on what foundation this may rest, but 
we presume the Government thinks it can economise by such 
an arrangement. If the pensioners be removed to Netley 
Hospital, it might be worthy of consideration whether it 
would not be as well to establish a naval medical school in 
connexion with that existing for the military, so as to have 
an institution in common for the training of all men enter- 
ing the medical branches of the public service,—a United 
Service Medical School for her Majesty’s Naval and the 
British and Indian Army Services. 


PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 
Turspar, Janvary 197rn, 1869. 











ADDRESS BY DR. QUAIN, PRESIDENT. 

GenTLEMEN,—Owing to the practical character of our 

, and the very limited time at our disposal, it has 

never been the custom for those who held the office which 

Seach ueaeber cn entuahan atee teneaanan ted 
formal manner on entering wu: 


therefore, occu y your attextion but fors few minutes ; the 
first of which shall be devoted to you my sincere and 
acknow! ent for this proof of your confi- 


; and, y, to the i wedubertma tuyee 
still find m ie ob ton — 
session of confidence 


— vale. For my 
guidance I have the examples great ed 
men who me in this chair, and whom I follow, 
I say in all sincerity, with such unequal I feel, too, 
that difficulties occur, for which I may add there bas 
been no nts in our history, I can ever rely on your 


loyal and generous support. As I now address you, I can- 
not resist the impulse of memory which takes me back to a | b 
period some twenty-two — , when this Society first 
came into existence ; and I wish to dwell for a mo- 


few—who assisted at its such 
a an indopendent basis —— by 
the existence of the 
occurred to Dr. Bently, a name still born — —— 
the early members this Society. ee Cerne 
pleasure I derived from the first communication I received 
from Dr. Bently, then a stranger to me, asking my opinion 
on the feasibility of carrying out such a project. It was 
“ctdianh thth ancl uodhdler ⏑ — 
morbid anatomy which must be found in a population of | anatom 
some three millions of people, and of which, at that time, 
eb anaes Teachers in the hospitals, 
ne in the medical schools, had of 
morbid anatomy, as it was then But some 
— tb extent sate but for the 
pr of this Society, that to the busy practitioner, who 
had little time and few opportunities for making post-mortem 
examinations, such a would supply an immense 
want. It would bring before him, from hospitals and other 
sources, specimens which he could not otherwise see ; he 
would hear them described and discussed ; he would be made 
familiar with the subjects against which he was daily con- 
tending; he would feel himself cleansed from the rust 
which is ever ready to accumulate on all of us. Need 
how fully tees anticipations have been realised. 
the busiest, may I not say the wisest, of our prac- 
— in every rank have come hither, never failing, as 
was said by one of our most _ ee presidents, “to learn 
something at every m ” This, gentlemen, in our idea 
at the time, constituted a share of the benefit we ex- 
to receive or to confer. It is true that we anticipated 
some useful results from er so many minds 
more or less devoted to the study of pathology, but I 
question if the most e amongst its founders antici- 
tod the resulta which Lawe been realised by this Society. 


thad been my intention to have brought Saline aes on 
—— — but when I came to examine our 


the morbid anatomy and the pathology of that period 
vith ou sven will be amazed at the progress made 
in the interval. It was not the fault of our predecessors 
that are so much behind us. Physical science has 
and we have taken advantage of its progress. 
We have called to our aid the microscope, the test-glass, 
and the crucible. We search into the depths of the ocean ; 
our predecessors went but Pee ee beneath its —— 
Comparing our knowledge then (I speak more especially of 
—S—— anatomy) with that accumulated now by this Soclety 
our fellow at home, and still more by those 
I do not hesitate to say that the number, the value, 
ond the accuracy of its facts and observations will bear 
favourable com with like progress in any, as they 
are called, F ibue wnat cles Indeed, dealing 
here as we do with inanimate matter, and with the opera- 
tions of aye ee agents upon it, we acquire, in many cases, 
something of that —5** which gives accuracy and certainty 
to researches in sciences. Our materials are 
abundant; our eee are eS an skilled and untiring; our 
ces are powerful. We work under favourable 
mstances, for we are freed from the disturbances 
which embarrass us when we have to deal with living bei 
and with the circumstances that influence them. In morbid 
anatomy, studied thus, we have a safe and true basis for 
pathological knowledge in its widest sense. It is thus 
we can hope to learn what are the conditions, for 
the cure of which our remedial mts are to be used, it is 
or — — can hope to get rid of the doubtful and the 
the practice of our art. En success 
is oe ee eed t lot us strive for successes in the future. 
firmly convinced that an accurate know] Ky 
Hocase in the true key to an accurate knowledge o 
means by which it can be prevented, arrested in its p 
or cured. Gentlemen, we have rejoiced in our wealth, but, 
like some men who have attained their majority—as 
we have just done,—we find ourselves embarrassed by our 
riches. We hear representations, I will not call theen 6 com- 
plaints, of our wealth. We hear that there is not time to 
examine and discuss the subjects brought before us, and that 
we do not derive all the profit from our meetings that they 
might be made to afford us. There are grounds, no doubt, 
to some extent, for these representations. The difficulty 
must be met. But, gentlemen, though your Council may 
do so y have this evening appointed a com- 
mittee on the — mi these inconveniences, 
much of the remedy is in the hands of the members them- 
selves. ss the admirable reports of com- 
mittees, which may read in the abstract, or as sum- 
maries, by the secretary, the subjects brought before the 
Society may be referred to the following heads :—Ist. 





work, when I referred to the admirable index given us by 


— of an ordinary character, ———— it may be, 
of subjects previously presented. 2nd. Specimens an de- 
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essays or summaries of collected cases. It has been 
that specimens under the first head should no 
longer be presented to the Society. The rejection of such 
imens would, for many good reasons, be very objection- 
sie, and their interference with the more rogress of 
our i I doubt not can be obvia by their being 
simply presented and sent round, with indicating 
points of interest as belong tothem. With to 
the subjects comprised under the second and third heads, it 
is very certain that the description of many of them may be 
more condensed when read before the meetings, whilst 
fuller rts are reserved for the Transactions on this 
point. Might I on this point quote, as our guide, the advice 
of one who was himself a distinguished speaker and writer, 
when he says— ai 
“ Cone! diction, clear, 
Nor with the weight of words fatigue the eat.” 
By such means, and by others of minor detail which your 
Council is likely to propose, I hope and believe that our 
meetings will still maintain that in which has rendered 
them from their commencement continuously attractive. 
In conclusion, let me say that we must not look on the 
object of our pursuits as ialists, nor on the specimens 
brought before us as objects of mere interest, however great, 
or of curiosity however striking or remarkable. All we do 
here should done in relation, if not in absolute or indi- 
cated connexion, with the other d ents of our art. 
When we see the remarkable objects submitted to us in such 
rich abundance, we may be attracted by the unique cha- 
racter of some, by the great bulk of others; some * claim 
attention as illustrating rare skill in diagnosis, others by 
the rapidly destructive character of their action ; some attract 
notice in consequence of the success with which their nature 
has been seg ted and made clear, others by the ob- 
scurity which still surrounds them in spite of all investiga- 
tion. These points are all worthy of notice; but there is 
something more worthy still. Be it remembered that these 
diseased specimens are all so many illustrations of the weak- 
ness of our art. If our means of cure were more efficient, 
our specimens would be fewer. It is true that there is a 
profound interest in studying, as morbid anatomists, these 
various objects ; but let us not be fascinated by our pur- 
suit. Let us remember that the duty, the aim, the ambi- 
tion of our science is to cure disease, and let us look always 
on these objects to that end. We may, as we go on, with 
the mental eye connect them with their origin and their 
effects ; we may consider their physical conditions as well as 
their influence on other organs and textures, and thus de- 
duce from them their clinical histories their physical si 
and their ptoms. Let us thus always make our morbid 
anatomy subservient to our diagnosis; still more so to our 
methods of treatment and cure. Thanks to morbid anatomy, 
thanks to the physical sciences, diagnosis can hold its own. 
Would that we could say the same in reference to the treat- 
ment of disease. This is our weakness; here we fail. But, 
gentlemen, there ed anges for hope that this failure will, 
ere long, be conve into success, and that therapeutics 
will keep with pathology and diagnosis. e hear 
* want of faith in pe poe too often talked of and too hastily 
accepted. Beyon question, the treatment of disease on 
general principles has improved equally with the other de- 
partments of our science. But we aim beyond this: we 
seek for specifics, and because we fail to ind them, we 
hastily express a want of faith in physic. It seems always to 
me that such conclusions are premature ; that if we knew more 
of remedies and their action, and brought our remedies more 
in direct relation with the branch of science which we here 
cultivate, our success would be greater, and our faith would 
be stronger. On all sides we see efforts made to realise 
these objects ; we see one in the younger sister of our Society, 
so recently brought into existence, and for whom we desire 
all prosperity ; we see others in the investigations going on 
around us. Let us wish them, too, all success; and finally, 
gentlemen, let us hope that the time is not far distant when 
our treatment of disease will be alike scientific and efficient, 
and our profession will rank as high in its scientific character 
for the treatment of disease as it is now unselfish in its 
efforts to prevent its occurrence and its diffusion. 


Mr. G. P. Surrn, Medical Officer of No. 1 District 
of the Bradford (Yorks) Union, has accepted the offer of 
the guardians to pay him £80 a year in lieu of fees. 


scriptions of them of greater pathological interest. 3rd. Pa- 
thologica 
suggested 











HARVEIAN SOCIETY. 


Tue annual meeting of the Harveian Society was held, on 
Thursday last, in the usual room of meeting in Tichfield- 
street, Mr. Ernest Hart, the retiring President in the chair, 
and there was a large gathering of the members and their 
professional ‘a. — 

The annual report was y the Honorary Secretary, 
and was of a very sati character. It recapitulated 
the papers 


read before the Society and the work done by 


the Committees during the past year. The most salu- 
tary results were known to have followed the labours of the 
Venereal Committee and the establishment of the Conta- 

ious Diseases Association. The Therapeutical ,Cqmmittee 
Sed net Gitining infermation 


from the profession. 

The Treasurer’s report gave a satisfactory statement of 
the funds of the Society, showing a balance of £196. 

The Prestpenrt, in the course of some observations made 
after the reading of the report, said he had an 
address on the is of Inherited Disease by means of 
the Ophthalmoscope, which he trusted he should have had 
the pleasure of delivering, but the lateness of the hour 
prompted him to its reading to a more convenient 
oO ity; and he should only remark that he trusted 

e members would resist any proposal of funding the sur- 
plus money belonging to the Society, as well ae the idea of 
obtaining a permanent abode. The room, he thought, was 
of little consequence so as the discussions were good ; 
and the discussions he had in the rooms at present 
occupied were fully equal to those of any other society in 
lone. He was of opinion that the money could be better 
spent in printing and circulating short abstracts of the 
papers about to be read at each wane Seats. He con- 
cluded by thanking the members for having conferred an 
honour upon him which he could, at his age, scarcely have 
anticipated, and trusted that the Society had prospered 


under his presidency. 
Dr. MaupsLey and Dr. Lanomore seconded a 
. Hart, which was carried by accla- 


vote of thanks to 
mation. 

After the address a conversazione took place, and there 
were exhibited in the room various surgical instruments, 
foods, invalid and infant diets, medicines, Kc. 

At a later peri nb tg ee“ was stated by the 
sident elect, Dr. Greenhow, that Mr. Hart had consented to 
read his paper at the next meeting of the Society, to be 
held on the 21st inst., and at which he hoped there would 
be a full attendance of members. 

The following gentlemen were elected as officers for the 
ensuing year:— 

President: Dr. Greenhow. Vice-presidents: Dr. F. Cock, 
Dr. E. 8S. Haviland, Mr. J. Z. Laurence, Mr. H. G. Times. 
Treasurer: Dr. H. W. Fuller. Hon. Secretaries: Mr. Cur- 
= Dr. J Hickman. Pomp at 4 2 se ag 

ilbury Fox, oe a4 b ey . Holmes 
——— Mr. R. 8. Jeffs, Mr. Newton B. Lee, Mr. Duncan 
Menzies, Mr. E. Metcalfe, Dr. Gueneau de Mussy, Mr. J. 
Rushforth, Dr. R. 8. Sisson. 





MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND. 


Tue annual general meeting of this charity was held on 
Tuesday, January 12th, Dr. Lloyd Birkett being in the 
chair. In the report of the committee, it was stated that 
106 cases had been relieved during the year, the total 
amount thus expended being £855. In several instances 
grants from the Fund had been made conditional on a 
certain additional sum being raised by the friends of the 
applicant, with excellent its. The number of annuitants 
at present is twenty-seven, and it is hoped that the com- 
mittee will soon be able to add to these, as the candidates 
are numerous, and many of them in most distressed cir- 
cumstances. 

The committee and officers for the ensuing year were 
elected, and the thanks of the meeting were given to the 
treasurer, Dr. Hare, to Dr. Thorne, financial honorary 
secretary, and to Dr. Broadbent, who resigned, after holding 
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the office of hon. secretary since 1864. The successor 
inted to the somewhat arduous duties was Stamford 
" . In conclusion, a vote of thanks to the Medical 
Press was moved by T. H. Hills, Esq., and unanimously 


This charity has now for some been fairly before the 
ession, and the principleson which it is conducted cannot 
il to recommend it when they are known. All the work is 
done gratuitously by members of the profession, and those 
who require the aid of the Fund have only to show that 
they are really in need, and that their position is the result 
of misfortune, and not of misconduct, and assistance is at 
once given without canvassing. 








Correspondence, 


“ Audi alteram partem.” 


DIGITALIS IN SCARLET FEVER. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Si1z,—Observing your remarks lately on the fatal severity 
of scarlet fever, may I request the insertion of the follow- 
ing plan of treatment, in the hope that some of my brother 
practitioners may adopt it with a success equal to my own. 

For some years past it has been my custom to prescribe 
for my scarlet fever patients tincture of digitalis, in con- 
junction with nitric ether and nitrate of potass. The success 
of this treatment justifies me in recommending others to 
adopt it, now that the disease is again ravaging the country. 

Of course, the ordinary action of digitalis in controlling 
the force of the heart’s beat is well — but may it not 
have also some power over that network of nerves em- 
bracing the whole arterial system, from the aorta to the ex- 
fa nny to the * the shies at tee erat 

im at wrist 
after a few full doses of the 7 and bn this ition 
I based my treatment of scarlet fever by digitale; for 
whatever would reduce overaction in the ial capillaries 
would lessen inflammation. Digitalis will do this without 
reducing the eral , as antimony, venesection, 
&c., certainly do. I will not go so far as to assert that it is 

of curing inflammations of internal organs, such as 
the lungs, &c.; yet even in these it is extremely useful in 
controlling vascular action, and, when administered early 
in the fever, the inflamma action in the glands of the 
neck subsides gradually, the fever leaves the patient in the 
usual time, desquamation is very slight, and the chances of 
chronic nephritis are reduced to a minimum. I will not sa; 








ect, ion of the glands had 
commenced, that digitalis would prevent the formation of 
an abscess; yet I find, from my experience of these cases, 
the abscesses much circumscribed, which I attribute to the 
use of this drug. 

I was ised to find infants of about a month old tole- 
rate so much as five dropsof the tincture for a dose (though 
one drop is generally sufficient), given consecutively for 
three days, every three or four hours, with advantage ; aus- 
cultation giving the usual number of beats (about eighty) 
in Sho cases woe the Baars Sono van given. 

num cases might be cited, if your space were not 
too valuable for details of scarlet fever—cases of a milder 


form, for lately very few severe cases of the disease have 
come te my share. 


I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Jan. 18th, 1969, 


CARBOLIC ACID IN SCARLATINA, MEASLES, 
AND SMALL-POX. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Siz,—Having used carbolic acid externally for nearly two 
years in amputation, compound fractures, large wounds 








with loss of tissue and exposure of bones with denuded 
periosteum, and in all wounds, &c., without any loss of life, 
or any bad symptom that I have — Ny ee 
further into what it has done for saving life y, 
beg leave to draw the attention of the profession to i 
internal use. 

During the last six months I have used the carbolic acid 
in fever, scarlatina, measles, and small-pox, with, I think, 
some success. I have during that period pw it in 600 
cases internally. Of these only five have died, and those 
from complication after, produced by bad nursing. I may 
state that, during the said time, I have had no less than 
1500 cases in The deaths, including the five above 
mentioned, are twelve. The other cases were treated in the 
usual way, with salines, chlorate of potass, &c. 

Without going further into detail, allow me to give you 
the “physiological effects” in few words. Ist, it produces 
profuse perspiration ; 2nd, it rapidly lowers the pulse, so 
much so that in twenty-four hours the pulse will fall from 
120 to 60—skin cool and moist, with subsidence of fever; 
$rd, the tongue, after the same time, will be clean, moist, 
and, in scarlatina, the soreness of throat much diminished ; 
4th, after its use for the same time, the appetite continues 
to improve; 5th, I have found it more useful at an early 
stage of the disease, although, given afterwards, it very 
much modifies the symptoms, and carries the patient 
through the different stages of the disease much more 
quickly than any other treatment that I have seen; 6th, in 
some cases the urine appears smoky, as if fine charcoal had 
been used with it. These are the principal points I have 
observed from its use. I could give pe num of cases, 
but I will at present content myself with the foregoing 
statement, and simply add the formula in which I give it— 
Carbolic acid and acetic acid, of each one drachm to one 
drachm and a half; tincture of opium, one drachm ; 
chloric ether, one drachm ; water, to eight ounces. I givea 
tablespoonful of this mixture every four hours, until the 
fever, &c., has subsided. Then the -treatment is simple. 
I find that, after the first dose, the patients rather like it 
than otherwise. 

Hoping that some one with more leisure and opportunity 
may be willing to take the matter up, and report his ex- 
perience to you, 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Normanby, Jan. 18, 1969. Avex. Kerru, L.R.C.P.Edin. 





OVARIOTOMY. 
To the Editor of Tuz Lancer. 


Srr,—The following is a statement of facts quite unpre- 
cedented in surgery, and it is so gratifying as to call for 
public notice. 

Of the last twenty-three women upon whom Dr. Thomas 
Keith has performed the operation of ovariotomy, all, ex- 
cept one, are now alive and well. The last operation was 
performed about a month ago. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Edinburgh, Jan. 12th, 1869. J. M. D. 





A MISSING BALL. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,—I send you the following case, which you will. per- 
haps, think with me deserves to be recorded in your 
valuable journal :— 


At the battle of Vittoria (fifty-five years since) Colonel 
Hutton was wounded by two musket-balls in the right 
groin. One was speedily extracted, bat the situation of the 
other could not be ascertained. Abscesses formed at the 
por | and a some ow phages occasionally. Still the ball 
could not be discov y any of the militar ms in 
attendance. pipe 

I first saw him about twelve years since, suffering from 
a large abscess, which was forming in the lumbar region, to 
the right of the — I confidently expected, on laying it 
open, I should discover the ball, but was di inted. 
Su t abscesses left numerous sinuses by which Mr. 
Cesar Hawkins, Sir William Fergusson, and others vainly 
endeavoured to ascertain its situation. 








About a fortnight since, having experienced more than 
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usual suffering, I again saw him, and felt the ball for the 
— ———— inches below the surface, near 
eect the ischium. In ten days it was so near 
I cut down and extractedit. My patient 
ie fata no pain whatever since, and is now walking about. 
I am, Sir, yours faithfully. 
J. M. Simpson, L.R.C. —EE F. R.C.S.Lond. 


Southampton, Jan. 18th, 1860. 





TREATMENT OF CARBUNCLE. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Srr,— As an old practitioner and hospital surgeon, I 
trust I may, without presumption, be allowed to add my 
humble testimony to the soundness of Mr. Paget’s views on 
the treatment of carbuncle ; and it is no little gratification 
to find one’s own opinion and practice supported by such an 
authority as his. 

With the exception of the early part of my life, I have 
never adopted the time-honoured crucial incision, but have 
been content to treat my cases much after the manner of 
Mr. Of late years I have been induced, in some 
instances, to follow the example of my friend and colleague, 

. Prichard, whose mode i treatment by caustic potash 

centre, and iodised collodion to the circumference, 

, I believe, a decided effect on the size of the carbuncle. 

a, in this — — has not been inconsider- 
rather a singular one. An ol tleman had a 

carbuncle on theo “oo The Deere had come — 

under the scalp, and two or 

e left subclavian artery became 

and in two days he was dead. Had he lived 

longer the arm would have run into e. It became 


can call to mind onl y one fatal case, which was 

had occasion to let out by incision 

rudely imperso followed by rapid embolism of the 
—— cold, pulseless, and shrivelled, with acute pains 


out the limb in the early stage of the embolism. 
Unfortunately, I could not get an autopsy, but the symp- 
unmistakable. 


toms of embolism were 
Iam, Sir, yours faithfully, 
W. F. Moreax, 
Consulting Surgeon to the Bristol Royal Infirmary. 
Bristol, January 18th, * = 





THE POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICE. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,—Will you allow me, through your columns, to 
appeal to the profession in London, and more especially the 
London students (who, in time, will be the most 
interested), to give support by their presence to the Union 
Medical Officers’ Association at the annual meeting on the 
29th inst? It will be held at the Freemasons’ Tavern, at 
7.30 P.M. I am, ~~ Sir. x Wooo ony 

Worcester, Jan. 15th, 1869. oopWwaRD, M 





DUBLIN. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


Two operations for stone occurring within a week of each 
other, in two of our metropolitan hospitals, strange as it 
may seem to London ears, is rather looked upon asan event 
here in Dublin, where calculus is, comparatively speaking, 
a rare disease. It is strange that stone should be so ex- 
tremely prevalent in some localities, and so rare in others. 
But this is not the place to enter upon suchlike considera- 
tions. Enough for me to state that in Ireland stone is com- 
paratively a rare affection, and that, consequently, two ope- 
rations occurring within the same week may be considered 
a noteworthy circumstance. One of these cases, occurring 
in the practice of Mr. Porter at the Meath Hospital, has 
some special interest attached to it, inasmuch as the nucleus 
of the calculus was a small portion of a that had 
been introduced by the patient himself for the relief.of a 
stricture, and the end of which broke off, remained inthe 





—22 and became covered with 22 deposit. Mr. 
Porter selected Allarton’s operation, and the patient has 
ipa 7 Nps since his calculus was removed, and 
is now The second case occurred im 
ona? 8 Hospital, under the care of Mr. Robert McDonnell. 
The patient was but two years old, and his case presented 
no feature of unusual interest. He also is progressing. 
satisfactorily. 
A very remarkable case of enchondroma was operated 
the week before last in the theatre of the Meath 
Hospital by Mr. Macnamara. tumour, which was of 
nitude, occurred on the dorsal t of the 
hand in ina fourteen, and gave one the i that he 
had a boxing-glove fixed in that situation. The tumour was 
—— by sacrificing the middle and ring rs at their 
articulations, leaving the entire of the 
hand, the thumb, index and little fingers. Upon its re- 
moval it was found to weigh one pound and a quarter. 
Physiologically this case also presented great interest, as 
by its weight, its pressure on the lower epiphysary process 
of the ulna prevented the development of the lower third 
of that bone, which in this situation was simply rudimen- 
tary; whilst the radius was curved in a most marked man- 
ner in the a direction. This case also is now rapidly 


—— 
Earl Spencer, our new Viceroy, made his State entrance 
into Dublin on Saturday last, and will for the next few 
weeks be busily occupied in receiving addresses from all 
our public bodies, our Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons 
amongst the rest. On Friday night he will make his first 
appearance in public at the opening meeting of the Statis- 
tical Society. 
Dublin, Jan. 19th, 1869. 





Midital Tews. 

Royat Cortese or Surceons or Encitanp.—The 
——— gentlemen, having passed their final examinations 
for the diploma, were admitted Mem. rs uf the College at a 
meeting of the Court of Examiners on the 19th inst. :— 

MeMahon, J. J., Dundalk, Ireland. 
Middleton, W i, Darlington. 
Palmer, F. 8., 
Perkins, Edward, Manchester. 
Petch, Richard, Compton-terrace, 
Islington. 
— yue, J. T., Clithero, Lanca- 
| Wigg, . Victoria, Australia. 
tleman, who in November all the examinations, = 2 
that in in Medicine, qualifying for the diploma, was, on production of a 
diploma, admitted a Member. 


The — gentlemen were admitted members on the 
20th inst. :-— 


Collet, A. H., Worthi Jones, Saat, ~~ ee w. 


King, W. M., 
, Robert, emeesioen Se. 
— G. E. r Baker-street. 
— Somrst. 
Railton,” T. | a ~~ 
Nassau, | Rudge, C. istol. 
Hull, G. A, St. Mary's Abbott- | Salaman, 8 ei —— — 
terrace, W. | Wade, R. C., Manchester. 
Apornecaries’ Hatt. — The following — 
passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi- 
cine, and received certificates to practise, on the 14th inst. :— 


Franklin, Benjamin, Bedford - place, Wi We. 

Kaowles, John, t, WC. 

— John Dawson, Lewisham- —* BE. 
Ward, William Simpson, Holbeck, Leeds, 

Wilson, John Bower, Sheffield. 

Wood, ‘Alexander, Banff, Scotland. 


The following gentleman also on the same day passed his 
first examination :— 
Fox, Hugh Courtenay, London Hospital. 

Tue sum of £5000 has been left to the Beckett 
Dispensary at Barnsley, under the will of the late Mr. J. 8. 
Beckett, of Tormorham, Devon, 

Tae Town Council of Stamford has deferred until 
its next quarterly meeting, the further consideration of the 
measures necessary to be taken to improve the sanitary con- 
dition of that town. 
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Ir has been resolved by the St. Pancras Guardians 
to require from their medical officers, on appointment or re- 


appointment, an undertaking to give a month's notice of 


intended resignation of office, or in default to forfeit a 
month's salary. 

Tue Town Council of Sheffield has given notice to 
the Water Company eupplying that town, that after next 
July the company will be required to furnish a constant 
supply to the inhabitants. 

Tue Committee of the East Suffolk Hospital have 
received from a gentleman the acceptable present of six | 
bound volumes of the Illustrated London News for the amuse- 
ment of the patients in the wards. 


Two persons who were inspecting the outlets of a 
sewer into a canal at St. Helen’s, by some mischance fell 
into the water and were poisoned by the foulmess of the 
water before they could make any efforts to get out. 


A TESTIMONIAL, consisting of a handsome time 
piece, a very chaste silver inkstand, and a purse, was 
presented, on the Sth inst., to Mr. Roberts, of Dunster, on 
the occasion of his leaving that place. 

Fara, Misapventure.—At the Derby Infirmary 
a female nurse recently supplied one of the patients, named 
John Waite, with what she thought was his medicine, 
whereas it turned out to be a lotion ordered to be applied 
to his thigh, which he had injured by an accident. The 
unfortunate man took a dose of the lotion, and several hours 

before the mistake was discovered. The usual re- 

ies were resorted to. but the poor fellow died. The jury 

returned a verdict that the deceased died from the adminis- 
tration of carbolic acid and oil in mistake. 

A surpiws sum of £630, which remained after pay- 
ment. of all expenses in connexion with the Dublin Exhibi- 
tion Ball of last year to the Prince and Princess of Wales, 
has been i by the committee, on the motion of 
the Duke of Leinster, to found an Alexandra ward in the 
Hospital for Incurables, a charity in great local esteem. 
Pall Mall Gazette. 

MepicaL Warrant Orricers.—It has recently 
been decided that the thirty rupees per mensem field 
allowance, to which medical warrant officers are entitled 
when marching in the field, is to be payable when proceed- 
ing on duty, in addition to free conveyance or travelling 
expenses. t has also been ruled that in no case whatever 
are pensions to which medical subordinates might have 
been entitled prior to May, 1868, to be reduced.—United 
Service Gazette. 


Tue person who lately assaulted Mr. Thomas Eve- 
rett, surgeon, of Crouch End, Hornsey, and about whose 
sanity doubts had been expressed, has been fined 40s. and 
costs tor the offence, and required to enter into recognisances 


to abstain from 

AustraLian Megats.—On Tuesday last a large num- 
ber of workmen and their wives were invited to a of 
Australian meat prepared and imported by Mr. 
of the stores in Norton F Dr. B. W. Richardson, 
F.R.S., oceupied the chair, was supported by G.Verdon, 
Esq., C.B., Messrs. a Mayne, and Morrison, nts 


for the Australian and New colonies, Drs. 8 
ee ee ee and gave 
—* observed he attic chonld 
regard attempts kind with great favour, since there 
could be little doubt that a large number of persons in the 
rarely tasted meat, and were physically unable 

to earn good wages in consequence. 
HospritaL ADMINISTRATION.—A paper on this sub- 
ject will be read on Monday next at the meeting of the 
National Association for the Promotion of Social Science, 


— 


by Dr. Buckle. 
Tue Plymouth, Devonport, and East Stonehouse 
Pharmaceutical held its monthly at the 


Society meeting 
Plymouth Athenmum on‘the evening of the 12th inst.. when 
rags ay ene ees SD 


ingredients of the Phar- 
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| <iiciency, and — various — — with regard to the 
| more intractable ingredients. 


GatysporouGH Dispensary. — A special general 
_ meeting of the governors and subscribers to the Gains- 
| borough Di sary was held on Monday week, to decide 
| whether, in the event of the present house-surgeon declining 
| to give up all private practice, his appoimtment should or 
| should not be determined at the end of three months. The 
| Lincolnshire Chronicle states that the result of the meeting 
| was a decision, by an overwhelming majority, “that the 
| house-surgeon be retained at his present salary under the 
condition of his original appointment, which was confirmed 
| at the last general meeting.” 


A Heauray Towx.—Probably Swansea, situate in 
the midst of copper smoke, patent fuel smoke, iron works 
smoke, and smoke from chemical works of almost every de- 
scription, is one of the healthiest, if not the healthiest, in 
| the United Kingdom, size and population considered. The 
| report of the medical officer of health for the borough (Mr. 
| Ebenezer Davies) for the last quarter has just been pub- 
| lished, which shows some remarkable figures. Taken over 
the three months of the past quarter the annual death-rate 
was only 15°38 per 1000 of the population, while the death- 
= for the past month of December actually was as low as 

12°6 per 1000. Seventeen persons died above seventy years 
of age, of whom five were above eighty years, and one 
woman died at the age of 101 years. The late ly- 
constructed of sewerage, and the abundant “np 
of water, earried out by the local board of h 
have doubtless contributed to this satisfactory state of 
things.—The Times. 


LiverrpooL Nortuern Hosprrrar.—-The annual 
mecting of subscribers was held on Tuesday week, and from 
the report then read it appears that 1596 in-patients and 
2749 out-patients were treated during the past year. The 
income from all sources was £5001, and the expenditure 
£4715. The committee have decided to add a small wing 
to the a giving three additional rooms, to ly the 
want of itional small wards for special cases. “The con- 
valescent fund continues to be of the utmost benefit to dis- 
tressed patients on leaving the institution, a part of that 
fund being used for — to the Convalescent 
Hospital at Southport. is to be held in 8t. 
George's Hall during the ensuing summer in aid of the 
funds of the hospital. A vote of thanks to the honorary 
officers for their services was cordially given, and the ap- 
pointment of an honorary dental surgeon was determined 
upen. The Mayor of Liverpool, who presided at the meet- 
ing, promised to subscribe £100 towards the erection of the 
new wing, and an additional £100 if the sum of £800 were 
raised by July next. 








Obituary. 
HENRY G. WRIGHT, MD. 


On the 14th inst. Dr. Wright died at his residence in 
Harley-street, at the early age of forty-one, after a long 
and wearing illness, borne with the patience of a Christian 
philosopher. The son of the proprietor and publisher 
of a Hereford paper, he was reared in that atmosphere of 
literature with which his name became so honourably con- 
nected in after-life. After passing some years at the 
College School, in Gloucester, where he was a schoolfellow 
of Dr. Graily Hewitt, Henry Wright was apprenticed to 
Mr. Thomas Cam, surgeon to the Hereford Infirmary, whose 
friendship he enjoyed to the last, and to whom he dedicated 
his well-known work on Uterine Disorders. After a couple 
of years spent in the wards of the Hereford Infirmary, Dr. 
Wright proceeded to University College, where he passed 
through the usual course of medical study with credit, and 
became a member of the College of Surgeons and a Licen- 
tiate of the Society in 1850. Proceeding 
immediately — eo yy sammy teed there took, after 





2 pein the difficu'ties encountered in form- 
ing many ape, qr cee 
macopeia into pills which would retain their shape and 


— — bia3t. D. degree, becoming a member of 
the College of Physicians of London in 1860. 
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On his return to London from Edinburgh, Dr. Wright | gained for him a universal Sting, of-aviocm, and respect—a 


devoted his time to literary pursuits until the way to prac- | man of high integrity, in 
professio 
e | ness and attention to the poor, who have sustained a loss 
which cannot be easily replaced.” At the last meeting of 
the board of 
Dr. Peskett was medical officer, the clerk was directed to 
communicate to Mrs. Peskett the board’s profound sense of 
his professional skill and constant attention and kindness, 
their great regret for the loss of his services, and their sym- 
pathy with his family under their heavy loss. 


tice opened, and so consorted chiefly with lite men, 
among whom he was a general favourite. He patoy co 
intimate with Douglas Jerrold, the Mayhews, and the 
Broughs, and was elected a member of “The Club,” the 
still existing descendant of Johnson and Boswell’s club. 
In 1855, Dr. Wright’s health failed, and he was advised to 
seek change of air. He accordingly made a voyage to 
Australia, returning home, after a long trip in that country, 
by San Francisco, Panama, and the United States. Re- 
turning quite restored, he established himself in Euston- 
square, and became one of the medical officers to the St. 
Pancras Dispensary ; but moving soon after to Somerset- 
street, he became attached to the Samaritan Free Hospital, 
with which institution he retained his connexion to the last. 
Dr. Wright was also hono physician to the Seaford 
Convalescent Hospital, in the foundation of which charity 
he took an active part. 

In Dr. Wright we have to regret the loss of an able and 
valued contributor to Tue Lancer in former years. The 
series of shorter leading articles first instituted in Tue 
Lancer under the name of “ Medical Annotations,” which 
have found numerous imitators in both the daily and the 
weekly press, was for some time furnished by Dr. Wright, 
the first appearing on October 25th, 1856; but was not 
formally designated till a month later, when the motto 
“Ne quid nimis” was selected by their author as their 
appropriate heading. Dr. Wright’s literary training, ready 
wit, and classical knowledge enabled him to throw a spirit 
into those short phs which rendered them espectally 
racy and attractive; and we may quote as an example his 
proposed device for a Female Medical College, then first 
suggested,—a pair of bracelets twined round the handle of 
a 1, with the motto, “‘Innupta tenet copula.” Con- 
tributing to this and other parts of Tue Lancer for some 
years, Dr. Wright took also an active part in the Inquiry 
into Railway Travelling published in these columns in 1862, 
of which he was the originator and principal author. As 

ractice advanced, however, he ceased to contribute, and 

‘or the last few years only an occasional article has found 
its way to our office. 

To strictly professional literature Dr. Wright contributed 
early in life, in the form of a work on Headaches, which has 
run through four editions. He also published occasional 
i oy in the weekly journals, and an elaborate article on 
« The Early History of Uterine Pathology, and the use of the 
Speculum among the Ancients,” in the British and Foreign 
Medico-Chirurgical Review, in 1865. His work on Uterine 
Disorders, published in 1867, did much to advance his 
position as a practitioner; and having in the same year 
moved to a larger house in Harley-street, he was beginning to 
reap the fruits of his labours, when the seeds of mischief, 
long since sown in his lungs, became active, leading 
eventually to empyema, from which he sank. Besides his 
professional labours, Dr. Wright was a constant contributor 
to periodical literature, both the Pall Mall Gazette and the 

Saturday Review having the advantage of his pen. With 


the late editor of the Saturday Review Dr. Wright was | 


especially intimate, aad was his attendant during his 
last illness, until his own health failed. As was well known 
to many in and out of the profession, Dr. Wright was a 
ne of no mean order. His contributions to patho- 
ogical photography were numerous and excellent, and he 
inaugurated the effort of the Medical and Chirurgical 
Society to form a collection of photographs of medical and 
surgical cases of interest. This proposition was carried 
into effect in 1862, under his own superintendence, and he 
lavished a fatherly care upon the two large albums contain- 
ing the collection, and the case-book containing the records 
of the cases. Dr. Wright has left a wife and children to 
lament an irreparable loss, and the genuine grief of 
numerous attached friends followed him to the grave. 





DR. GEORGE PESKETT. 


WE regret exceedingly to hear of the untimely death of 
Dr. George Peskett, of Beccles, Suffolk, which has resulted 
from erysipelas in the arm, consequent on a wound which 
became poisoned in the course of his professional duties. 
The Ipswich Gazette says:—“In Dr. Peskett the town of 


Gurney, —————— .. has been 
, Watling-street, vice M. P. James, M.D. 
Harman, E. 


Harvey, T., F.K.QC.P.1, has been appointed Censor to the K 


Marry, J., L.K.Q.C.P.L, has been 


Dazret. - 
L.B.C 





Beccles loses one whose career as a professional man had 


ndence of character, 
talent, unwearied diligence, and uniform kind- 


guardians of the Wangford Union, of which 








Medical Appointments 


—2 L.R.C.P.Ed., L.R.C.S.Ed., has been appointed Admiralty Surgeon 
an 


nt for Wick. 


Epys, 8., M.R.C.S.E., has been . YT" Ss to the West of England 
. S.E., deceased. 


Infirmary, Exeter, vice J. L la Garde, M.B., F_R.C 


Guirriras, T., M.R.CS.E., LSA. has been — Surgeon to the 


Workhouse Infi , Merthyr Tydfil, vice F. : A 
nted Physician to the City Dis- 

J., L.R.C.8.Ed., has been appointed Apot to the Barrack- 
street Station of the Belfast District of the Belfast Union, 
vice J. Martin, L.K.Q.C.P.1., appointed Medical Officer &c. for the Bel- 
fast Dispensar? District. 

ha ing and 

Quee ~ College of Physicians, Ireland, vice James Little, M.D., re- 
signed. 


Haynes, J. R. M.R.C.S.E.—The term for which Mr. Haynes was a: ted 


House-Surgeon to the Westminster Hospital having expi he has 
been appointed Resident House-Physican, vice C. T. Winckworth, 
M.R.C.5.E., whose appointment has expired. 


Latiy, H. W., M.B.C.S.E., has been elected District Medical Officer for the 


Western Division of Notting-hill, in the Parish of St. Mary Abbotts, 
Kensington 


Litt, 7 MD, Physician to the Adelaide Hospital, has been appointed 


joint Lecturer on the Theory and Practice of Medicine at the wich 
School of Anatomy &c., vice Moore, appointed Physician to Sir Patrick 


Dun's Hospital. 

inted Medical Officer, Public Vacci- 
nator, and istrar of Births &c., for the Belfast Dispensary District 
of the Belfast Union, vice T. C. 8. Corry, M.D., resigned 


Mircre ct, J.,M.D., has been appointed Medical Officer for the 2nd Division 


of the 2nd District of the Penrith Union, Cumberland. 


O'Connor, Mr. T. B., has been appointed Physician's Clinical Assistant to 


the Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormoud-street. 


Pavut, G. C., L.B.C.P_Ed., has ———— Medical Officer for the Barton 


District of the Luton Union, ‘ordshire. 


Truxmox, W. P., LAH. Dub., has a | inted Apothecary to the Work- 


house Infirmary, Fever Hospital, avan Dispensary, Navan Union, 


Births, Warvags, amd Deaths 


BIRTHS. 


AmBLER.—On the 13th inst., at Hemel Hempstead, the wife of E. H. Ambler, 


F.R.C.S.E., of a daughter. 


Carpenter.—On the 19th inst., at Walworth-road, S., the wife of Edward 


Carpenter, M.R.C.S., L.S.A., of a son. 
On the 17th inst., at Morpeth, the wife of James Dalziel, 
P.Ed., L.F.P. & 8, Glas., of a daughter 


Hagpesry.—On the 18th inst., at High-street, Lochee, Dundee, the wife of 


J. Jeffrey Hardesty, L.R.C.P.&8. Edin., of a daughter. 


Hargtson.—On the 13th inst., at Albany-court-yard, Piccadilly, the wife of 
Harrison, 


, F.R.CS.E., of a son. 


J. 
Loxe.—On the 15th inst., at Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk, the wife of F. 


, L.R.C.P.L., of a son. 


Lo 
Mcrir.- the 26th ult., at Halifax, Nova Seotia, the wife of Dr. Henry 


Skey Muir, of H.M.’s Medical Staff, of a daughter. 





MARRIAGES. 


Jounstos—Cocuraye.—On the 7th inst., at Edinburgh, Andrew Charles 
Johnston, ae Assistant-Surgeon R.N. to Kate, daughter of 
John Cochrane, M.D. 

Mason—Srevenson.—On the 7th inst., at Christ Church, Doncaster, Fred. 
John Mason, M.R.C.S.E., of Lincoln, to Lizzie, second daughter of the 
late John Stevenson.—No Cards. 

Morais—Brown.—On the 19th inst., at Monkstown Church, Co. Dublin, 
J.C. Morris, Surgeon, of Abernant, Co. Glamorgan, to Emilie Wilhel- 
mina Brown, only child of the late William Brown, Esq., of Greenfield, 
Rathfernham, Co. Dublin.—No Cards. 





DEATHS. 


Burier.—On the 14th inst., James Butler, M.D., of Thurles, Co, Tipperary. 
GitLtam.—On the 12th inst., at Prince’s Risborough, Bucks, after a few days” 
illness, George Jules Gillam, M.R.CS., LS. A, late of Burnham, Bucks, 


aged 41. 
Gvrpow.—On the 9th inst., C. G. Gurdon, M.R.C.S.E., of Boxford, Suffolk, 
Wiuus.—On the 12th inst., after a and painful illness, Charles Thomas 


Wills, M.R.C.S.E., of —* Tyee 7S. 
Waicut.—On the 27th ult., H. Wright, C.S.E., of East Bridgeford, 


Nottinghamshire, aged 46, 











NEW ZEALAND: J. T. HUGHES, Christchurch. 
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Medical Diary of the leek, 


Monday, Jan. 25. 
St. Mara’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1} P.. 


Royrat Lowpow Orutaatauic Hosrrtat, —— peratiou⸗, 10} a.m. 
PM 


Mergorourran Faxes Hosrrrar. 


Mepreat Society or Loxpox. — 8 P.«. Casual communications. — 8} r.x. 
Second Lettsom and 


Mr. Wm. Adams: jan Lecture, “On Subacute 
Chronic Affections of the Joints ; their Pathology and Treatment.” 


Tuesday, Jan. 26. 


Roya. Loypow Orstaatauic Hosrrrat, Moog¥isLps.—Operations, 10} a.x. 

Goy’s Hosrrtat.—Operations, 1} P.«. 

Wesrminstsa Hosrirar.—)perations, 2 r.x. 

Natiowat Orntaorapic Hosrrtar.—Operations, 2 P 

Roya Lystrrvurion.—3 p.m. Mr. Westmacott, “On Fine Art.” 

Ermwo.ocicat Society or Lonpon. — 8 p.m. Mr. Hyde Clarke, “On the 
Proto-Ethnic Condition of Asia Minor, > —- Idwi, Dactyli, &c., 
and their Relations with the Mythology of 

Roya, Mepicat ann Curmuneicas ¢ Socrety. ine r. u. — ew) Debate 8 
Drs. Gull Sutton’s paper “On Rheamatie Fever ;” ant payee ly 
Ma Jobe Wend. "On Butetearsion of 1 the Bladder, &c.;" or by late 
Dr. Hillier, “On Hydronephrosis.” 


Wednesday, Jan. 27. 


torat Lowpoy Opmrmataic Hosprtat, Moozrieips.—Operations, 10} a.x. 
Mrppiesex Hosrrrat.—perations, 1 r.x. 
Sr.Bartao.tomew’'s Hosritat.—Operations, 1] P.«. 
Sr. Teomas’s Hosrrrat.—(Operations, 14 Pa. 
Sv. Mary's Hosprtat.—(perations, 1} ra. 
Garat Nortaxen Hosprrat.—Operations, 2 P.. 
University Cottece HosprraL.—Operations, 2 r.«. 
Lospow Hosrrtat.—Operations, 2 Pp... 
Ovaruatmic Hosrrrat, Sovrmwarx.—Operations, 2 P.w. 
Huwrerian Socisty.—7 p.x. Special Meeting of Couneil.—S p.x. Dr. H. G. 
Sutton, “On the Diffie ae of Diagnosing Rheumatic Fever from 


Pywmia.” 
Thursday, Jan. 28. 


Rovat Loxpow Orrtraatmic Hosrrrar, Moorrie.ps.—Operations, 10} a.m. 
St. Geonox's Hosrrtat.—Operations, 1 p.m. 

Usivexsrry Coraxcx Hosrrrat.—Operations, 2 r.a. 

West Loxvox Hosprrat.—Operations, 2 p.. 

Roan OrtnHorxpic Hosrrrat.—Operations, 2 P.x. 

Cantrat Loypow Ornrnatsuic Hosrrrar.— Operations, 2 p.x. 
tora. Lysrirvrion.—3 r.x. Prof. Rupert Jones, “On Entozoa.” 


Friday, Jan. 29. 


Roya Lox pox Ornrmataic Hosrrrat, Moorrretps.—Operations, 10} a.m. 
Wasrurystex Ornrnataic Hosrrrac.—Operations, 1} P.a. 
Creytnat Lowpon Orutuatmic Hosprrav.—perations, 2 pr. * 
Roya. Lysrrrurion.—s r.m. Mr. Ruskin, “On Flamboy hitecture of 
the Somme Valley.” 
Saturday, Jan. 30. 
Sr. Taomas’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 9} a 
Rows Loxpoy Orataatuic Hosprrat, — * —Operations, 10} aæx. 
Roya Fees Hosprrat.—Operations, 1} P.«. 
St. Bartnotomew’s Hosprrat.—Operations, ay P.M. 
Kive's Cottece wet on 2 
CuarinG-cross Hosprrat.—Operations, 
Roya. Ixstrrvriox.—3 rp... Prof. Odling, “On Hydrogen and its Analogues.’ 
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Notes, Short Comments, and Anchoers to 
Correspondents. 


Tas Maw wire Two Memonrzs. 

Unper the above title our contemporary, the Spectator, enters into a very 

interesting discussion of a metaphysical and psychological character. It 
appears that George Nickern, a German, of New Orleans, after being nearly 
killed by a fall from a platform some months ago, and for many weeks de- 
prived of consciousness, recovered his health and mental powers com- 
pletely, with the exeeption of his memory, which at present dates entirely 
from the beginning of his recovery, and is a complete blank as to every- 
thing of which he had acquired a knowledge before his fall. As our con- 
temporary remarks, the case, though curious, is by no means unexampled- 
We might refer to the records of some similar occurrences in works 
on psychology and physiology, and we may take an opportunity of return- 
ing to the subject hereafter. Instead of being altogether knocked out of 
time, as it were, by a blow or severe illness, and being reduced to the 
mental condition of an infant, while physically the individual retains his 
adult characteristics, there are some curious cases in which all know- 
ledge of a particular language, say, has been lost, the memory retain- 
ing, however, its power in all other respects. If ours serve us aright, 
we have read an account of a patient who on recovery from a severe illness 
was found to be unable to express herself in the language which she spoke 
immediately before her attack, but used another which turned out to be 
Welsh—a language which she had acquired in childhood, and subse. 
quently ‘forgotten. We heard only the other day the following case -— 
A young lady, staying in Germany, was attacked with typhoid fever, by 
which she nearly lost her life. On her recovery it was found that every- 
thing preceding her illness was a blank. She knew neither English nor 
German, although wel] acquainted with them before, and she had not the 
faintest recollection of her brother. She had to begin her education again 
with her letters like a child, for the most simple story books of one syllable 
were as Hebrew to her. It occasionally happens that the lost knowledge 
as suddenly returns; more often this is gradually restored, the mental 
power advancing with the increase in strength and exercise of the nutri- 
tive and reparative functions, and when the normal state of the nervous 
centres has once become re-established, the advance has been remarkably 
rapid. The writer in the Spectator suggests as possible—what actually 
happened in the first case to which we have adverted—that this New 
Orleans lad might, by 2 fever, or a fresh fall, or some other disturbance 
of the brain, recover his old memory, and lose his new one; and he 
alludes to some examples of this kind of alternating memory. We wonder 
the fact has not been more turned to account by novelists or dramatists. 
Dickens, it will be remembered, has done this in “The Haunted Man,” 
the chief moral of the story being contained in the words “ Lord, keep 
my memory green!” We quite agree in thinking that a thoroughly well 
observed case of this kind, in which not only the alterations in the pro- 
gressive development of the mental powers, but the alterations in cha- 
racter were carefully recorded, would be highly interesting. We require 
to ascertain accurately whether the previous experience, obliterated by 
disease or injury, has nevertheless stamped the character it helped to 
form, so as to act unconsciously upon the individual subsequently. Devia- 
tions in character, if any, should be traced, in order to discover in what 
respect the second infancy differs from the first—whether, in short, the 
store of experience by which the person was guided before the accident 
being gone, the character trained by that experience remains. 





Tux Free Lance, by its article “In the Midst of Life,” corroborates and 


even strengthens the force of the remarks we have felt it our duty to make 
in reference to the Strand “dead-house.” Our contemporary may be con 
gratulated on being able to say that in Manchester, at least, the dead are 
not deposited in miserable hovels “in the midst of life.” It is our hope to 
be instrumental in bringing London into the same satisfactory position. 


Walter P.—Order the book through any bookseller; the cost is only a few 


shillings. No candidates of the kind are required in the Army Medical 
Department. Dispensers are now abolished; hospital sergeants, after 
passing an examination, act as dispensers. 


A Surgeon, (Volunteer Artillery.)—-No regulations have as yet been issued on 


the subject. 


Sywake-BIre. 





Omega, who seems to have had considerable experi of snake-bites, refers 


to the case of a boy bitten by a tiger-snake in Melbourne, and who was 
said to have recovered through the administration of carbolic acid. 
“Omega” believes that the restoration of the boy to a safe condition 
was due to the stimulants taken. As far as we know at present, the free 
use of powerful stimulants, and keeping the patient moving, is the plan 
most frequently followed by recovery from snake-bite. 


Meredith._-We would willingly insert a shorter letter from our correspond- 


ent, though he does scant justice to the moderation of our view of the 
question. 


Dr. Syson is thanked for a plan and section of an improved dry privy, now 


being used in the borough of Salford. 


Cc. L. J. should consult without reserve some qualified medica] practitioner 


of reputation. There is no need for any anxiety on the matter. 
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NOTES, SHORT COMMENTS, AND ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


[Jax. 23, 1869. 








Tur Reconstruction or tre Arwy Meprcat Service. 

Ir we printed all the letters we have received on this subject, our journal 
would contain little else, and we need not add that, with every with to do 
our correspondents justice, there are other matters which equally demand 
our attention. We will, however, make an abstract of some of the more 
important communications. In the first place, it is evident the regimental 
system is decidedly the favourite, at which we are not surprised; but we 
regret to say that P.M.O.’s and inspecting medical officers are not very 
popular apparently, some of our correspondents alleging that they obtain 
more consideration from their military than their medical superiors. The 
advantages of the regimental system are asserted to be: its great popu- 
larity ; the minute and practical acquaintance which it affords a medical 
officer of everything appertaining to the soldier in relation to his military 
duties, medical routine of the service, &c.; the influence which a medical 
officer can use with the commanding officer for the benefit of the service, 
and the comfort and health of his corps, which he would lose if he 
were not part of that corps ; the continuity of observation afforded, giving 
the doctor a personal acquaintance with the medical history, strength, 
and capacities of his regiment; the amalgamation of interests, and 
the emulation to maintain an efficient corps, which would be diminished 
or lost if medical officers were attached, and not an integral part of a 
regiment. The regimental system is held to be better adapted to the ordi- 
nary peace establishment. The system existing at present is said, in fact, 


to resemble that of the Royal Engineers, who are divided into two classes | 


of officers—those with the regiment, and those on the staff; the existence 
of regimental and staff medical officers admitting of both parties being 
satisfied—viz., those who prefer and those who dislike a regimental 
life. Lastly, attention is directed to the evils attending the general hos- 
pital system, and to the testimony of many experienced military surgeons, 
sanitarians, and army economists adverse to that system, and favourable 
to the regimental. We do not say that we have included all that has been 
advanced ; but we have brought forward the more important points. An 
officer, however, who has served eleven years in a regiment, with nine on 
the staff, and boasts of unusual! opportunities for forming an unbiased 
opinion, who was in three campaigns in India, besides serving in the Medi- 
terranean and the Cape, terms the present organisation a pernicious one, and 
writes us a long paper, setting forth his reasons for wishing to see it broken 
up. He concludes his communication by an extract from Dr. Muir's 
Report in the last blue-book on the substitution of a general hospital at 
Montreal for the four line regimental hospitals. Doctors differ! To 
us, however, it is a matter of perfect indifference, apart from an honest 
desire to benefit the medical officer and the soldier, with a fair regard to 
the interests of the tax-payer, which system is adopted, so that it be the 
best. Whatever system be determined on, medical men might surely 
manage their own hospitals without the aid of military governors. For 
our own part, we believe it to be quite possible to retain the advantages 
of both the regimental and the general staff systems. The disproportion 
between the number of regimental medical officers and the sick at a large 
garrison and permanent camp not very far from London, however, has 
attracted attention, and supplied those bent on retrenchment with argu- 
ments, which we mey be sure they will use. 


Dr. David M. Cassidy.—Application should be made to the Colonial Secre- 
tary at Jamaica. From private information which we have received, we 
are enabled to state that the prospects of medical practice in the island 
are not of an encouraging kind. But, of course, the case is different where 
a certain sum is secured by way of salary, and a definite public appoint- 
ment obtained. 

Damewess or Sort ayp Pururtsis. 

We have received a copy of a long letter which Mr. Middleton has addressed 
to Dr. Buchanan, in reply to the letter which appeared in our columns 
last week. It goes over the old ground; and as it does not contain any 
new points of importance, and as the facts of the case in dispute are now 
fairly before the profession, so far as our columns are concerned the dis- 
cussion must now close. 


lopive ayp Canporre Acrp ror Locat Appiicatioy. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sre,—In your number of the 12th ultimo you noticed a formula of mine, 
showing the efficacy of the combination of the tincture of iodine and carbolic 
acid, in which, as 2, have ood ee oe the jons are erroneously 

iven in the French ey should be as have given them. In 

wt, the formula is —— same as that recommended by Dr. Percy Boulton in 

Tux Lancet of the 27th Jaly, 1867, with the —— of the glycerine, the 

addition of which, from its emollient and soothing properties, is, I consider, 
an improvement. 

I would here beg to remark that, notwithstanding the great advantage of 
this ey - has one serious drawback, which often precludes its 
carole ni herapeutic agent. I allude to the —7 odour of the 

id, Which iT intolerable to some Fy ge and al impossible to 
J I therefore ht a substitute for the above, and have found the 
* answer very well :—Tincture of iodine, one drachm and a half; 

—— two ounces; solution of chlorinated lime, six ounces. Half an 
ounce of this solution to six or eight ounces of water is used in all cases to 
which the tincture of iodine or chlorinated lime is applicable. The solution is 
— colourless, and may be used with advantage as an injection in dis- 

the rectum or vagina, accompaniec with fetid discharges. I have 
also found it very us a8 a lotion in allaying the intense —22 
vulvar ae and as an injection in blennorrheal and leucorrheal 
tions. I remain, Sir, your obedient — 


Boges, M.D., 
Paris, Jan. 12th, 1869, Late of Her’ Majesty's Indian Army. 


Tus Vaccrration Act at Work. 

From many parts of the country we receive intelligence of active measures 
being taken to render the provisions of the Vaccination Act effective. The 
following report made last week to the Sheffield Board of Guardians by 
Mr. Lester, their vaccination inspector, affords a fair sample of the amount 
and kind of work which has to be done in rooting out small-pox when it 
has been once allowed to have its way for a time :— 

“T have again only a little that is encouragin <= as to small- 
pox. It continues very bad both in Brightside andl th the In Bright- 
side there are something like seventeen children who are known to have 
the disease, most of whom come within the provisions of the Vaccina- 
tion Act, but were either taken with the y wh nny before being found out, 
or before vaccination could be # ly formed after being found 
out. In the Park, numbers of fresh cases still break out, in —* of the 
efforts made to prevent the spread of the infection ; and much time is 
“pe nt in visiting and revisiting houses the exists, to see 
if the recommendations given are being carried out ; hence the small- 
ness of the number of families inspected and reported ; still there are 
families visited and not re; ed, as there were no signs of a 
of the lew apparent to the inspector. There does not appear to be much 
small-pox in the North district, only one or two places 
The South and West districts most free from the . In 
Attercliffe there are few cases, no deaths that I hear of. The in- 
feeted portion of the district is Carbrook, and fears are entertained that 
it may be spread even over the whole district, as there is reason to 
suspect that the disease has been communicated from the Park. Most 
of the registrar’s lists have been for a time in the hands of the assist- 
ants, with orders to take only those cases in the infected neighbour- 
hoods ; but now they are being pushed forward with more rapidity. 
The number of applicants at the vaccination stations continues to in- 
crease, showing that the present measures are satisfactory. sum- 
mary of the fifth week's house-to-house visitation is as follows -— 
Families Children Found 
visited. — ed. vactd. 
North om 109 21 — ma 
South and West 120 1 223 . 
Brightside 14 \ oe | |) . B 
Park and Attercliffe 61 _ 2 fe 





Unvae- 
cinated. 
au 


434 1130 878 136.” 

The Bradford (Yorkshire) guardians have just issued a circular urging 
parents to have their children vaccinated, and warning them of the 
penalties attached to non-compliance with the Act. At Manchester 
three persons were fined by the magistrate last week for non-compliance 
with the requirements of the Act: one of them for neglecting 
to have his child vaccinated within three months after birth, and the 
other two for omitting to send certificates of vaccination of their 
children by their private medical attendants to the registrar within the 
twenty-one days. The Warwick guardians have directed proceedings to 
be taken in a few selected cases, in order to make it known that they 
intend to enforce the Act. The Bristol authorities are likewise energetic 
in their endeavours to insure general vaccination. Dr. Puckle, the medi- 
cal officer of health for Lambeth, reported last week the deaths in that 
parish of four young children, all unvaccinated, from small-pox. 

An Enquirer.—Dr. Parkes’s Manual of Hygiene and Dr. Miller’s work on 
Chemistry might be consulted. There is no special work on the subject so 
fur as we know. 

Dr. Powsur's Boox ow Exvecraicrrr. 
To the Editor of Tar Laworr. 

Srr,—Referring to the critique in your publication of the 16th instant of 
| the above work, I beg to draw your attention to one of the latter statements, 
in which your reviewer mentions that “ most of the woodcuts are taken, with- 
out acknowledgment, from a recent paper by Mr. Radcliff.” This I most 
ag ae deny, as the pee of Mr. Radcliff which ap in No. 1 of 

ractitioner (to which I suppose your reviewer all ), contained bat 
three cuts in any way resembling mine (which number twenty). One of aoe 

(fig. 9), “Stohrer’s battery,” was kindly sent to me by Mr. 5 

street, who is the agent of this battery. The others are cuts of Duchenne's J 

brush and conductors ( 14 and 15), which were taken from the actual in- 

struments themselves, whose name I have pp d in each i 
As to the first part o — reviewer's observations, any im reader 

of the book will see that the “ violation of the rules of — urray” were 

typographical errors, to which most books are subject, especially when hur- 

riedly written. Your obedient a 
Upper Leeson-street, Dublin, Jan. 19th, 1869 Gro. D. Powrtt. 

*,* We willingly give Dr. Powell the benefit of the correction he desires, 
and admit we should have said that “some,” instead of “most,” of his 
illustrations were taken, without acknowledgment, from Mr. Radcliffe. 
Out of Mr. Radcliffe’s eight figures, five are so taken, or at least they are 
copied precisely, although somewhat reduced in size. It is perfectly true 
that the figures so reproduced by Dr. Powell were taken, as he says, “from 
the actual instruments themselves ;” but they were so taken for Mr. Rad- 
cliffe, not for Dr. Powell. Dr. Powell's fig. 15 proves this, because it repre- 
sents an individual peculiarity in Mr. Radcliffe’s manner of holding the 
directors, which differs slightly from Duchenne’s manner of doing the same 
thing. Dr. Powell is quite right in saying that typographical errors occur 
in most books ; but it is not common to see them on almost every page, if 
the author himself knows how to spell. Moreover, “ typographical errors” 
do not explain bad English, unless on the principle of the Irishman who 
excused his faulty spelling by the badness of his pen. In the very letter 
that Dr. Powell has sent us, he twice mis-spells the very well known name 
of Mr. Radcliffe ; and he writes “ the instruments themselves, whose name I 
have appended in each case.” Dr. Powell should make himself better 
acquainted with scientific subjects before he writes about them, and 








should study grammar before he writes at all. 
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“ ALWAYS WITH Us.” 

We have always been of opinion that no satisfactory progress will ever be 
made in providing proper dwellings fur the labouring classes, or in the 
practical application of sanitary science, until the public is fairly eon- | 
vineed of the necessity and economy of carrying out the various Acts of | 
Parliament bearing on these important questions, We hail with great | 
pleasure, therefore, the assi of the Daily Telegraph. On the 16th 
instant a round with the sanitary inspector in Whitechapel is graphically 
described. Courts and houses are there to be found by the score, in which 
human beings exist in a state of overcrowding and indecency which pro- 
duces disease, pauperism, and crime just as certainly as two and two make 
four. In one court there are but four square yards for each inhabitant ; 
in another only three yards separate two rows of houses, and such was | 
the dreadful closeness of the rooms during the heat of summer that the | 
women and children brought out their bedding, and, tumbling it upon the 
ground at the far end of the court, slept there. Such exposures we trust 
will help to bring about an effectual remedy for the evils described. 

xX. ¥.—The best course for our correspondent to pursue is to obtain a 
governor's letter for admission to any of the larger hospitals in London. 
He may be sure of kind and skilful treatment. Patients are influenced 
oftentimes in the selection of hospitals by the previous stay therein of 
their friends. 





Morstver ayn Heavrs. 

Dr. Warrmors, in his report on the health of Marylebone during the month 
of December, observes that although the general opinion is that the mild 
and wet weather which has so long prevailed has been productive of great 
sickness and mortality, he has not found it to be the case in Marylebone, 
where the returns both of sickness and mortality were less in December 
last than in the corresponding month of 1967. 

Dr. W. Anderson's (Newfoundland) paper shall appear in an early number. 


PracTican Meproat Epvucartiox. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Srx,—Having read your leading article in Tar “WT for January 2nd, 
on the advantages of a quasi-medical apprenticeshi with your per- 
mission, to endorse the 


non-apprenticeship system. 

As the son of a medical itioner, | might be supposed to to have been 
not only actually “ apprenticed,” but also duly initiated into the “ shibboleth’ 
of medicine to the rites and ceremonies of itioners of general 
- went, however, from a public —T- LTT a school of medicine 
more than a nominal intuition in the duties of a 

itioner, my father having an aversion to = > 9 —— the 
practi performance of the work of an ordinary tice. At 
the school of medicine I ob earned my 2 * 1 ite various 
departments, the aforesaid shib' th excepted. Having tak and 
passed my examination with credit, “ honours of the Court” inch what- 
ever they may be worth, | found myself on the actual threshold of pro- 
a rooted aversion fur the common daties of general practice being 
qualifications. Taking office as in institutions 
a was provided, I followed surgery medicine pure and 
simple for a of a few years. But a man cannot be always house-sur- 
geon or t medical officer if he has any ambition to better himself ; 
and unless he ie content to follow general tice, or starve genteelly as a 
or physician, he may be of some > other line of 
various ins and outs, | committed myself to a 
which I am probably as good as most who follow it ; the necessary — ea· 
tion for general p bboleth been acquired ; and in 
consequence of a , feeling ot indifference or dislike to its performance, I have 
never, and in all human probability shall never, incline to the peculiar in- 
stitution. 

I — after fifteen years’ experience of the fession, that unless a 
youth is actually trained and forced to learn the of general 
practice when young and pliant, he will never follow them afterwards ; and, 
whether for better or worse, he ae ap 20 as well ——— at the outset of his 
career which this shall be. 
in a — not act 3 

general practice 
latter. —— it is, 1 am p 


stated therein, and to —2* the effects of the 





ano fae 





y many avenues to distinction 
8 — possibly in other direc· 
ords ; he may secure the former, if not the 
ae —— do com- 
weral practice, r se, must be taught in er to be suc- 
— —— for it is [ciety s edeaes of itself. 
1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
January 6th, 1869. 





MD. 

Parcoctous Derravrry. 

Tux Brighton Advertiser records a case of juvenile depravity in a girl, 
scarcely less shocking than that instanced in Tar Lancet of Nov. 7th by 
Dr. King, of Rochford. A child, aged fourteen years last April, gave birth 
at Lewes, on the 20th November following, to a male infant, which lived 
six weeks, and then, as might be expected, became the subject of a 
Coroner's inquest. We understand that the man in the Rochford case 
was prosecuted under the criminal law, and sentenced to imprisonment, 
for seducing a child of such a tender age as eleven years. The Lewes girl 
could not have been fourteen years old when she was debauched, and we 
should be glad to hear that the law is equally applicable to her case. 

W. E. K. should make an application, stating the nature of the information 
required, to the Colonial Office. 

Dr. Kennedy (Dublin) will see that no part of the debate has been at present 
published, nor will it be until after the next meeting of the Society. 

Mr. H. Owen Thomas.—It is to be regretted that our correspondent did not 
more fully explain his method of treating fractured jaw in the paper pub- 
lished in Tas Lawoert, January 19th, 1867. From reading that paper, one 
could not have formed an idea of the ingenious method pursued by Mr. 
Thomas, which he has fully elucidated in a pamphlet recently published. 





Mr. E. 8, Pearse.—The subject shall receive our attention, 


Practisive Herpaisrs. 

Ir is a monstrous thing that the State permits herbalists, herb doctors, and 
the like to trifle with the lives of individuals stricken by serious disease, 
and takes so little care to protect those who cannot protect themselves 
from the ignorance of parents and relatives. An inquest was lately held 
at Keighley on the body of a boy, nime years of age, who died from the 
after-effects of scarlet fever. The boy was attended for three weeks by a 
herbalist, one Anthony Spencer, who administered a concoction of hyssop, 
yarrow, parsley, and honey; but when serious symptoms made their 
appearance a medical man was called in, just before the death of the 
child, and he very properly refused to grant a certificate of death. This 
brought the matter before the Coroner and his jury, when it appeared that 
the deceased had been seized with acute lung mischief, which by proper 
skill would most probably have been prevented from terminating 
fatally. The Coroner held Spencer to be “highly reprehensible in 
treating a disease when he evidently knew nothing at all about it.” But 
the jury returned the astonishing verdict of “ Died from natural causes,” 
as in many other cases of a similar kind. 1t says, in fact, that unqualified 
men may with impunity be allowed to treat medically, without let or 
hindrance, so grave a disease as scarlet fever, which is specially attended 
by many and serious consequences, against the occurrence of which the 
skilful practitioner must needs guard with extreme care and intelligence. 

Mr. W. Squire Ward.—We know nothing of the remedy named, and we 
believe it to be utterly useless in the disease mentioned by our corre- 
spondent. 

An American M.D.—Onur irate correspondent is utterly wrong in his view of 
the case. If he will take the trouble to read once more the remarks we 
made, he will probably see that we referred contemptuously to the beha- 
viour of the Colonial Government in their threat to introduce medical men 
into the island from America, because they could not have their own way. 
We did not refer at all to the qualifications of Americans. We are 
quite sure that our correspondent’s temperament is such that he would 
very quickly resent any pressure put upon himself such as is now 
attempted in the case of the practitioners of Jamaica. 

Mr. BE. B. Owen (St. Mary's Hospital) is thanked. 

Veritas should bring the whole of the facts under the notice of the General 
Medical Council. 

Dretary or CarLpaey. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Sre,—I beg to bring before the notice of the profession a matter which 
seems to me of supreme importance, as it concerns the health and strength 
of the rising eration. 

No medical man who has practised much, especially amongst the poor, 
ean have failed to see how unwisely and ignorantly children are often 
fed, and I propose to single out one very glaring example. 

There is a very light, delicious, and, in its proper place, an exceedi 
useful article of diet, which has for several years been betore the public, 
called corn-flour. The makers of this article conceal nothing as to its nature 
or mode of , being content that it should stand on its own merits, 
as the starch of maize, separated from the albuminous portion ; and im their 
advertisements the makers strongly advise this, among other uses, for child- 
ren's food, recommending it to be used with milk. So prepared, although 
not a perfectly reliable article of diet, still it is, by the addition of some 
nitrogenous matters, a more satisfactory food. But" the misfortune is that 
numbers of children are fed on it alone, added to water, and we all know 
that starch will not make flesh and blood and bone. 

I have had many cases of skeleton-like children brought to me, and on 
my inquiry as to the nature of their food, have so often had the reply, 
“ corn-flour,” as to have awakened in my mind a considerable interest in the 
subject. Your obedient servant, 

January, 1969. A tate Poor-taw Scaeroy. 
*,* Indian corn-flour, now so largely vended, is very nearly a pure starch. It 

is, in fact, an arrowroot, and should be used only for the same purpose and 

with the same restrictions as arrowroot. We have repeatedly drawn atten- 
tion, as has also Dr. Hassall, to the absence of flesh-forming properties in 

Indian corn, and have cautioned the public against its use, except with 

milk, broth, beef-tea, or some other nitrogenous food. 


Chemicus.—The Act will not be put in operation against a qualified medi- 
eal practitioner ; so that our correspondent can keep a retail business, 
unless forbidden by any special bye-law of the Corporation which gave 
him his diploma. 

Hare-wasues. 

Wrist-drop.— We were the first to call attention to the deleterious nature of 
the so-called “hair-restorers.” See an article upon the subject in Tur 
Lawcrrt of August 15th, where the fact that lead is the active ingredient 
is pointed out. 

Tue Bridgwater guardians have resolved that midwifery orders shall be 
given to the poor more cautiously than heretofore. In cases where medi- 
cal aid is urgently needed, and whenever the cireumstances of the appli- 
cant render him a fit object, such aid is to be granted by way of loan, the 
repayment of which is subsequently to be enforced. 

A New Subscriber—1. Yes, by courtesy, but not by right.—2. No one who 
does not hold a University degree is entitled to place “M.D.” after his 
name. 

A Queer. 
To the Editor of Tux Laxcur. 
Sre,—Will any of tm 4 readers who may happen to have used perchloride 
of iron as an to check post to . kindly inform me 
of the strength of the solution used? Having lately most lost two eases 


from flooding eee 
and a supply of the tincture. 
January, 1360. 
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Merroro.itan Boarp or Works. 

Tuas Metropolitan Board of Works, in its Annual Report, states that the 
whole of the works comprehended in the main drainage scheme, except 
the northern low-level in part and the Abbey Mills pumping station, have 
been in operation for three years ; that the result has been a purer condi- 
tion of the Thames, this being especially evident from the fact that 
during the recent hot summer no ill-effects in the way of offensiveness 
was perceptible as in former times; that the results of irrigation are 
markedly satisfactory, seventy-one tons of grass per acre having been 
grown in one year from certain lands. 

H, A. R.—We would ree d our correspondent to purchase Marshall's 
Physiology for the purpose assigned, 

Mr. J. W. Knight.—In such observations sometimes lie the germs of future 
di ries. Our correspondent should experiment for himself with different 
oils and different people. The appearance noted may arise from a kind of 

ification occasioned by the ia sometimes present in the 











breath. 
Rervsat to Certrry a Cause or Dear. 

Tue Shrewsbury Chronicle of the 15th instant contains the following :— 

“ Last week a poor man, named Bennett, died in the neighbourhood 
of ion after three weeks’ illness. His father applied to the parish 
medical officer for a certificate of the cause of death, which was refused, 
and the applicant referred to the policeman. Not hearing more of the 
matter, and the death being still unregistered, he went direct to the 
Coroner, stated the case, and having satisfied him as to the nature of 
the death, again went to the medical man for his certificate. The latter 
once more refused it. Next the poor fellow travelled to the registrar, 
who would not register without the cause of death was duly certified. 
A third time he went to the doctor, whe once more declined, and sent 
him to the policeman. The body was eventually buried on the authority 
of the Coroner. The question naturally suggested is, Why was the 
certificate withheld in the first place ?” 

The inference which appears to be suggested is the purely gratuitous one 
that the medical man needlessly and vexatiously refused to certify the 
cause of death, of which he was fully aware, and about which the Coroner 
was satisfied. We rather infer that the medical man was aware of some 
circumstance in connexion with the death which warranted him in re- 
fusing to certify its cause, in order that it might be further inquired into. 
It is, of course, possible that the refusal to certify was a mere matter of 
eaprice ; but we decline to believe anything of the sort. We think, how- 
ever, that the medical man should state what his reasons were, in order 
that his professional conduct may not be wrongfully impugned. 

Dr. Sarvis's communication relative to Scarlatina in Bethnal Green shall be 
noticed next week. 

Tue South London Press says that the water supplied to the southern metro- 
politan districts “is getting so bad, so white and curdiled, that it will 
soon pass for milk, or anything else.” 

W. T. W.—The first part of Fownes’s book on Chemistry. 


A Subscriber.—All persons registered in the future will be entitled to a copy. | 


Application should be made to the Office of the General Medical Council, 

Soho-square. 

Ture Paarmacy Act anp Optum-Earers. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 

Sre,—One of the effects of the new Pharmacy Act, one probably little con- 
— by its promoters, has been to check the practice of opium-eating 
in villages and remote country districts. In my own village and immediate 
neighbourhood this practice exists to a considerable extent, the opium being 
retailed by the grocers and other small shopkeepers. I am credibly informed 
about 3 oz. a week are so distributed. Since January Ist, four cases of opium 
sickness and purging have come under my own immediate notice—i. e., in 
which the practice and its compulsory cessation have been admitted, and I 
have hi of others. 

The opium is first commenced, I believe, to obtain case from the nightly 
myalgia so common in low marshy districts, especially among the labouring 
c In each case the sudden withdrawal of the drug caused overwhelm- 
ing sickness, complete prostration of body and mind, severe rigors, great 
loathing of food, an utter inability to sleep, constant purging; the wretched 
woebegone expression of the features being peculiar and almost distinctive. 
These symptoms continue till some sound sleep has been obtained, when the 
patient generally wakes with an appetite. 

The most *— treatment appears to be that recommended by 
Christison : a liberal supply of brandy, the use of suppositories of morphia, 
and the cautious exhibition of Indian hemp. 


I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Rolvenden, January, 1969. Tuos. Jorcr, M.D. Edin. 


Mr. T. Harley.—Yes; a M.R.C.S. can “act as deputy in general practice 
under the Poor-law Board.” The 199th article says: ‘“ Every medical 
officer shall be bound to visit and attend personally, as far as may be prac- 
ticable, the poor persons entrusted to his care, and shall be responsible for 
the attendance on them.” In the 7th Off. Cir., 225, it is said that “the 
Board are not prepared to say that in ordinary cases the medical officer 
may not employ, under his own superintendence, his assistant, appren- 
tice,” &e. Again, under art. 193, the guardians have power to appoint a 
temporary substitute in case the principal is prevented by any casualty 
from performing his duties. 

Dr. Macnab.—We have already furnished a great deal of precise information 
on the subject, and the demands on our space will not allow of our giving 
publicity again to the Act in full. If our correspondent will inform us on 
what point he is doubtful, we will supply him with the knowledge he re- 
quires. The Act itself may be purchased for a few pence at Hansard’s, 
Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s-inn-fields, W.C. 





Srex Asyiums. 

A coreEsPonpent asks for information as to Mr. Goschen's reply to the 
deputation of the managers of the Newington Asylum, which waited on 
him last week, It ran as follows :— 

“Nothing could be more strongly expressed than was the opinion of 
Parliament in passing the Act of which the order of the Poor-law Board 
was the necessary result. It held that the sick paupers must be 
from the healthy, and it was evident this could be most economically done 
by combining parishes, rather than by each making provision separately. 
The whole pe. se of the Poor-laws was receiving the anxious - 
tion of Government. Certain charges in connexion with these asylums— 
as the medical attendance and nursing—were to be paid out of the com- 
mon fund to the relief of the poorer parishes, and possibly still farther 
relief might be extended to them in this manner ; but he could not comply 
with the request of the deputation. To do so would be deliberately to 
reverse the policy of his rs. They had shown him no mew rea- 
sons for such a course—nothing which did not exist when the district was 
formed. This the deputation must admit.” 


Roya, Mepicat ayp Curmvurercan Socrery. 

At the last meeting of the above Society Mr. Solly, the President, occupied 
the chair. Dr. Meryon’s name was accidentally substituted for that of 
the President. 

1 A Cavrton. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancrt. 

Srr,—The thief described under the above heading in your impression of 
the 9th instant, obtained admission to my consulting room the first week in 
January, under the pretence that he was sent for me to call and see au old 
patient of mine who was very ill. Immediately on his departure I missed my 


pocket-case and a silver catheter. He was tall, with reddish whiskers and 


moustache, blue eyes, and florid complexion, and wore a brown double- 
breasted coat, light trousers, and a round felt hat. 
I am, Sir, yours traly, 
Stratford-grove, Essex, January, 1869. J. 8. Hosrorp. 
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